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MBAT CAMERA, DND 
Sergeant Yann Gauthier explains a combat First Aid training exercise to 
Defence Minister, Harjit S. Sajjan, and Ukrainian Minister of Defence, 
General Stepan Poltorak during Operation Unifier at the International 
Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi, Ukraine on March 15. 


Lethal weapons 
issue not raised 
during visit, 
Says Sajjan 


By Marco Levytsky 


Canada’s Defence Minister 
Harjit Sajjan says the issue of sup- 


plying lethal defensive weapons to 
Ukraine wasn’t raised during his 
visit there March 14-15. 

“This question did not come 
up, but what we did focus on was 
Canada’s commitment to Ukraine 
and how much I looked forward to 
witnessing the training myself,” he 
said in response to a question from 
Ukrainian News during a media 
teleconference, March 16. 

“I was extremely impressed 
by ...the professionalism that the 
Ukrainian troops already have and 
the lessons that we as a combat- 
tested nation are bringing to the 
table (for) troops who are going 
to the front line,” he added, noting 
that the training Canada is provid- 
ing under Operation Unifier is the 
most critical help Canada can give 
Ukraine at this time and acts as a 
deterrence. 
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When asked in a supplementary 


question whether there м 


requests to increase 
of trainers or to extend the 
ation beyond the current 
of March 2017, Sa 


discussed the evolvin 


mately 


PLEASE SEND TO 


This icon by artist Zoryana Cherwick represents Our Saviour Jesus Christ portrayed through 
zes of people. As the artist explains: “We are all made in the image and likeness of 


should strive to see Christ in everyone. Sometimes when we are hurt, angry or 
difficult to see Christ in those around us. Or when we get caught up in the rush 
life. we can simply forget to look. This picture, and this Easter season, are а 
take time to recognize how Christ is part of our lives every day through 


rs 
= 
(єї 

дає 

у 
o 
о 
wn 
¥ 
= 
= 
о 


Oo 
о 
th 
З 
a 
ms 
о. 
ЕВ 
о 
є 
es 
= 
о 
Це 


get along with. We need to treat everyone 
see Christ in them.” 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 
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Акція протесту на пітримку Надії Савченко перед будинку Легіслятури Альберти 


Акція протесту на пітримку 


Надії Савченко в Едмонтоні 


Ольга Гижа 

9 березня у місті Едмонтон від- 
булась хода на підтримку Надії 
Савченко, української льотчиці- 
солдата, яка незаконно утриму- 
ється в російській в'язниці вже 
майже два роки. Подібні акції 
було організовано в 58-ми кра- 
їнах світу, в тому числі Україні 
та Росії. Ідея створення мітингу 
прийшла на думку зовсім спон- 
танно, проте на акцію вдалось зі- 
брати понад 150 людей. 

Важливо зазначити, що в 
місті, де проживає така велика 
кількість української діаспори, 
українські організації могли б 
подбати про створення більшої 
та масштабнішої акції на під- 


Радісних Великодніх свят 
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тримку He тільки Надії Савченко, 
але й інших політв'язнів. Органі- 
зація таких заходів дуже важли- 
ва, оскільки моральна підтримка 
нашим побратимам завжди по- 
трібна. У цей важкий для нашої 
Батьківщини час, нам потрібно 
бути однією великою, соборною 
сім'єю. 

Надія Савченко є однією з 20- 


ливо. Все про що дбають пра- 
цівники права у Росіїї, це вико- 
нання наказів, які вони отримуть 
з Кремля. Їм не важливо якою 
ціною ці розпорядження будуть 
виконані, навіть, якщо це ціна 
крові невинних людей. Саме у 
такі моменти, коли хтось жерт- 
вує своїм життям заради свободи 
інших, ми повинні єднатись ра- 


ти інших політичних в'язнів не- 
законно утримуваних Росією. 
За час перебування у в'язниці 
Савченко зрозуміла, що ніякої 
правди та справедливості від Ро- 
сійського суду добитись не мож- 


зом аби підтримати таких людей, 
Надія Савченко, це приклад не- 
зламності українського духу, це 
наша гордість та незалежність! 
Надіє, вся Канада з тобою! Разом 
ми сила! Разом до перемоги! 


На переговорах у Мінську 
вимагають звільнити Савченко 


Валерій Каліновський, Радіо Свобода 

Представники Росії у Тристоронній контактній групі щодо вре- 
гулювання ситуації на Донбасі відмовляються визнавати аргумен- 
ги української сторони, відповідно до мінських домовленостей 
минулого року, за звільнення полоненої Надії Савченко. Про це в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода заявив представник України у підгрупі з пи- 
тань безпеки Євген Марчук. 

Питання звільнення Надії Савченко з російської в'язниці 
відповідно до шостого пункту Мінських угод 2015 року лунало 
напередодні в четвер під час засідань майже усіх підгруп. Про свою 
заяву на засіданні підгрупи з питань безпеки представник України 
Євген Марчук розповів Радіо Свобода. 

«Я поставив запитання однозначно, хоч російська сторона 
відбивалася, що вона неправомірна, але я говорю: передайте, що ми 
також вимагаємо негайного звільнення, що вона була викрадена з 
української території. І весь судовий процес - це фарс і знущання», 
- сказав Марчук. 

За словами Євгена Марчука, російська сторона відбивалася, що це 
«не предмет нашої дискусії», що в них «є принцип розподілу влади 
i судова влада непідвладна політичній владі». 

«Він ще там хотів сказати, що це, мовляв, значить, що всі, Хто 
зазіхає на життя російських солдат... Я йому і кажу: слухай, Андрєй 
Алєксандровіч (представник Росії у підгрупі з питань безпеки), не мені 
розказуй, ви ж знаєте, хто i як її викрадав, i які фальсифікації робили». 

З окремою заявою щодо звільнення Надії Савченко виступила та- 
кож представниця України у гуманітарній підгрупі Грина Геращенко 
та Роман Безсмертний, представник у підгрупі з політичних питань. 
Заявив про вимоги негайно звільнити Надію Савченко 1 представник 
України у Тристоронній контактній групі Леонід Кучма на засіданні 
у вузькому колі за участю представника Росії Бориса Гризлова. 

Посередник від ОБСЄ на переговорах у Мінську посол Мартін 
Сайдік зміг лише підтвердити, що тема звільнення Надії Сав- 
ченко лунала на засіданнях, але ніяк нє прокоментував її. Щодо 
довгоочікуваного звільнення та обміну усіх полонених посол Сайдік 
заявив у відповідь на запитання Радіо Свобода: «Так, була ця тема 1 

ема, TOMY що, на жаль, ми іще не дійшли до кінця 1 не можемо 
рити про принципи обміну «усіх на усіх». Тому ми й далі буде- 
єматиці щодо звільнення утримуваних осіб». 

Сайдіка, i на засіданні у Парижі у форматі 
дської четвірки», і цього разу в Мінську об- 
я дотримування режиму тиші та припинення 

асі. Але про якийсь прогрес він повідомити не зміг. 
ik зауважив, що обстріли заважають вирішенню інших 
числі соціальних та економічних, а також руйнують 


інфраструктуру. 
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Lethal weapons issue not raised during visi 
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and Security Centre (Yavoriv mil- 
itary training facility in the Lviv 
region) in Starychi. Training is also 
taking place at the Ukrainian Min- 
istry of Defence Demining Centre 
in Kamyanets-Podilsky and other 
locations in western Ukraine. 

Sajjan met there with Ukraine’s 
Defence Minister General Stepan 
Poltorak, March 15. 

“As a Minister of Defense of 
Ukraine, I have no doubts that 
the reforming of the Ukrainian 
Defence Ministry will be success- 
ful. Canada is a great help in the 
training of Ukrainian soldiers and 
strengthening of Ukrainian troops. 
I am sure that advisory assistance 
provided by the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defence of Canada is the 
best support on the path to reform. 
Through the years, our countries 
have managed to retain warm rela- 
tionships, and now our troops have 
established great mutual relations. 
I am confident in further fruitful 
cooperation between Ukraine and 
Canada in defense and industrial 
areas,” said Poltorak, according to 
a press release on the website of 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defence. 

“The situation around Ukraine 
is not simple, and the world has no 
doubt about the presence of Rus- 
sian troops in the east of our coun- 
try. At this time, an international 
support is crucial to us. ГА like to 
thank the Government of Canada, 
Ambassador of Canada to Ukraine 
Mr. Roman Waschuk, the Canadian 
defence agency and the public for 
their understanding and support 
to Ukraine from the early days of 
the military aggression,” Poltorak 
added. 

We informed his Canadian 
counterpart about current situation 
in the east of Ukraine and the re- 
forms undergoing in the defence 
agency. 

“I am grateful for the detailed 
narrative of the events taking 
place in Ukraine. I am particularly 
pleased to hear about reforming of 
the Ukrainian Defense Ministry. 
I am sure that these reforms will 
make the Armed Forces of Ukraine 


stronger and even more profession- 
al,” Sajjan said. 

“This trip enhanced my under- 
standing of the changes underway 
in your country and the Armed 
Forces. This will undoubtedly aug- 
ment the cooperation between our 
defence agencies. Your reform is 
a move forward, they go good and 
fast, and this is noticeable. Can- 
ada will continue its support to 
Ukraine,” he added. 

Sajjan stressed that Canada and 
Ukraine have close cultural bonds, 
historically sustained for a long 
time, and expressed his condol- 
ences to the families of Ukrainian 
soldiers fallen during the Anti Ter- 
rorist Operation. 

“T understand how difficult it is 
to wage war, study and conduct re- 
forms at the same time. The unity 
of the country and willing for chan- 
ges are a best respond to any ag- 
gressor,” he said. 

The previous day Sajjan met 
with Lviv City Mayor Andriy 
Sadovy and Lviv Oblast Governor 
Oleh Synyutka. 

During his visit with Sadovy, 
Sajjan was accompanied by Roman 
Waschuk, Canada’s Ambassador to 
Ukraine; John McKay, Parliament- 
ary Secretary to the Minister of Na- 
tional Defence; Renée Filiatrault, 
Director of Communications, Of- 
fice of the Minister of National De- 
fence; John Gosal, Senior Policy 
Advisor, Office of the Minister of 
National Defence; Scott Bishop, 
Director General, International Se- 
curity Policy and Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Tim Arsenault, Commander of 
Joint Task Force-Ukraine, accord- 
ing to the Press Office of the City 
of Lviv. 

Opposition critics from the Con- 
servatives and the New Democrats 
had been invited to accompany 
Sajjan, but the New Democrats 
said they were informed too late, 
and Conservative Defence Critic 
James Bezan said did plan to at- 
tend, but fell ill two days before he 
was scheduled to leave 

After leaving Ukraine, Sajjan 
went on to Poland and Germany to 
meet with defence counterparts in 
those countries. 


PHOTO — PRESS OFFICE OF THE CITY OF LVIV 
Left to Right: John McKay, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of National Defence; Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovy; Canada’s Defence 


Minister ап; Roman 


Waschuk, Canadas Ambassador to 


Ukraine, during their meeting, March 14. 
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PHOTOS — CANADIAN FORCES 
COMBAT CAMERA, DND 
Above: Members of the Ukrainian 
and Canadian Armed Forces who 
received a Commendation from the 
hands of the Ukrainian Minister of 
Defence, General Stepan Poltorak, 
pose for a photo with Defence Min- 
ister, Harjit 5. Sajjan and General 
Poltorak, during Operation Unifier 
at the International Peacekeeping 
and Security Centre in Starychi, 
Ukraine on March 15. 
On the left: A member of the Can- 
adian Armed Forces shows a rifle 
range to Defence Minister, Harjit 
S. Sajjan, and Ukrainian Minister 
of Defence, General Stepan Pol- 
torak during Operation Unifier at 
the International Peacekeeping 
and Security Centre in Starychi, 
Ukraine оп March 15. 
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Wishing you and your family all the 
best of the Easter season. 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 
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ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique 


Unique and original pieces of art and artisan crafts for sales 
including a special selection of Easter cards, pysanka A’ 
supplies, pysanky, egg wraps, icons, and more! і 
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Історик назвав нові цифри 
втрат під час Голодомору 


Євгенія Тюхтенко, 
Радіо Свобода 


Нові цифри втрат під час 
Голодомору 1932-1933 років 
назвав | 11 березня доктор 
історичних наук професор 
Володимир Сергійчук. За 


його даними, щонайменше 7 
мільйонів осіб загинули тоді від 
штучного голоду. Він представив 
новий документ, дані з якого 
використав | для підрахунку. 
В той же час, представники 
Інституту демографії НАНУ не 
погоджуються з такою заявою. 

3 мільйони 941 тисяча плюс 
600 тисяч, з непрямими втратами 
-загалом 4,5 мільйона осіб - про 
такі втрати під час Голодомору 
свідчать результати досліджень 
Інституту демографії Академії 


наук. Попри те, що ця цифра 
стала офіційною, з нею далі не 
погоджується значна кількість 
українських дослідників. Один 
із них - доктор історичних наук, 
професор Володимир Сергійчук. 

У Національному музеї 
«Меморіал жертв Голодомору» 
він вперше демонструє 
документ, який, на його думку, 
свідчить про зд значно більші 
втрати українського народу під 
час Голодомору-геноциду 1932- 
1933 років. 

Сергійчук каже: для 
щоб глибше дослідити 
чисельності 


того, 
зміну 
населення у TI 
роки, необхідно було звернутися 
до архівів, однак не архівів 
тодішніх органів статистики, а 
інших. Адже дані щодо перепису 


населення, за його словами, з 
цих джерел були спеціально 
вилучені. Володимир Сергійчук 
працював із архівом, де були 
дані Наркомату продовольства, 
Він. знайшов про 
забезпечення населення сіллю: 
«Ось він перед вами, на | 
жовтня 1932 року ми маємо 
документ, який вказує чітко не 
просто, скільки населення в 
Україні, але вказує, скільки в 
місті 1 скільки в селі, що дуже 


документ 


важливо, а осінь 32-го року - це 
переддень великого Голоду», - 
зазначає історик. 

За документом, у жовтні 1932 
року кількість населення України 
складала 31 мільйон 909 тисяч. 
Історик вважає, що це останній 
чесний облік, а далі його вже 
було викривлено. Пояснює він це 
тим, що у радянському довіднику 
1936 року «Райони УРСР» 
кількість сільського населення, 
вказана станом на січень 1933, 
співпадала з даними за жовтень 


1932 року. 
Кількість жертв Голодомору, 
Ha думку науковця, складає 


близько 7 мільйонів. Володимир 
Сергійчук наголосив на тому, 
що у ті часи кголодувало, в 
основному, сільське населення. 
На дошці він порахував різниці 
між чисельністю населення у селі 
за 1932 рік (із архіву Наркомату 


продовольства) 1 чисельністю 
населення станом | на 1937 
рік із офіційного | перепису 


радянської | влади. Отримав 
різницю у 6 мільйонів 500 тисяч 
осіб. Ці цифри історик називає 
наближеними 1 мінімальними: 

«Де джерела? Перше джерело 
- це не враховано тих, хто тікав 
на захід - їх розстріляли, або ті, 
хто втік, не пораховані могили по 
Україні. Я знаю, біля Миргорода 
є станція - там є могили. Біля 
Харкова...» 


Не погоджується із 
розрахунками Володимира 
Сергійчука Наталія | Левчук, 
головний науковий співробітник 
Інституту демографії i 
соціальних досліджень. 

«Не можна сказати, якщо 


ми просто відняли одну цифру 
від другої, що це люди, AKI 
померли внаслідок голоду, Ця 
зміна чисельності відбулася 1 
за рахунок того, померли, 
плюс ще хтось народився, плюс 
частина поїхала 1 якась 
приїхала. Що таке 
голоду? Це 


що 


якась 
частина 
втрати внаслідок 
ті, які не народились, 1 ті, які 
померли додатково, надмірно, 
понад нормою, Ti, які не 
померли б, якби не було голоду, 
тому взагалі втрати - це не всі 
померлі, а це лише той надлишок 
померлих - якого б не було, 
якби не було голоду. Не можна 
вважати BCE число померлих у 
1933 померлими від голоду», 
наголошує дослідниця. 


Наталія Левчук каже, що 
демографічний підхід є 
загальновизнаним, a дані, 
представлені Володимиром 
Сергійчуком, сьогодні МОГЛИ 
б хіба що стати додатковим 
джерелом дослідження WIA 


Інституту демографії. 
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Obama adopts 
defeatist attitude 


Ukraine ‘vulnerable’ to Russian ‘military 
domination’ no matter what U.S. does, he says 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. President Bar- 
ack Obama said that Ukraine “is 
going to be vulnerable to military 
domination by Russia no matter 
what” the United States does. 

In one of a series of interviews 
published on March 10 that formed 
the basis of an article in The At- 
lantic magazine, Obama said that 
Ukraine was clearly a core interest 
for Russia but suggested that it may 
not be one for the United States. 

Ukraine is “an example of where 
we have to be very clear about 
what our core interests are and 
what we are willing to go to war 
for,’ Obama said. 

He rejected the notion that “the 
decision making of Russia ог 
China” could somehow be influ- 


enced by “talking tough or en- 
gaging in some military action” 
in such situations. Such an idea 
715 contrary to all the evidence we 
have seen over the last 50 years,” 
Obama said. 

Obama resisted pressure last year 
to send lethal military aid to help 
Kyiv fight against Russia-backed 
separatists who control part of 
eastern Ukraine. Their war against 
government forces has killed more 
than 9,100 people since it broke out 
in April 2014 — shortly after Rus- 
sia seized Crimea from Ukraine. 

Obama said that there are “ways 
to deter, but it requires you to be 
very clear ahead of time about what 
is worth going to war for and what 
is not.” 


Poroshenko sees Jaresko, 
Sadovyi as potential new 
prime minister 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s president sees Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko 
and Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi as possible candidates to take over as 


prime minister. 


Petro Poroshenko’s spokesman, Svyatoslav Tsegolko, said on Face- 
book that the president meets on March 14 with party leaders to discuss 
cabinet changes to accelerate reform while “preserving pro-European 


policies.” 


Tsegolko said one option was appointing Jaresko, a foreign-born for- 
mer investment manager, at the head of a technocrat government, and 
another was a government led by the chief of the pro-European Samopo- 


mich (Self Help) party. 


Meanwhile, Poroshenko’s party reiterated that Prime Minister Arseniy 


Yatsenyuk should resign. 


Ukraine is embroiled in its worst political crisis in two years. 
Poroshenko’s political coalition has collapsed over efforts to stamp out 


graft. 


But Yatsenyuk refuses to step down after he survived a no-confidence 
vote last month, triggered by Poroshenko’s party. 


EU ministers agree to stand 
firm against Russia 


(RFE/RL)—EU foreign ministers have unanimously agreed on “five 
guiding principles” of the bloc’s policy toward Russia. 
EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini spoke on March 14 after a 


meeting with the 28 ministers. 


First, Russia must fully respect and implement the Minsk cease-fire 
agreement signed in February 2015, while Brussels will not recognize 
Moscow’s “illegal” annexation of Crimea in March 2014, she said. 

Other principles include strengthening EU relations “with our Eastern 
partners and other neighbors, in particular in Central Asia,” and EU 


resilience in areas such as energy. 


Mogherini said ministers also recognized the need for “selective 
engagement with Russia on foreign policy issues” such as the Syria 


conflict and counterterrorism. 


The fifth principle is the “willingness to support more and more the 


Russian civil society,” she added. 


The European Union has ALSO extended an asset freeze against former 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych and 15 of his close associates for 
alleged misappropriation of state funds. 

The restrictive measures, put in place two years ago after Yanukovych 
fled Ukraine during the Euromaidan protests against his government, 


Were extended until March 6, 2017 


Other prominent figures on the EU blacklist include two former prime 
ministers, Mykola Azarov and Serhiy Arbuzov, and the former head of 
Yanukovych’s presidential administration, Andriy Kliuiev. 

Former Health Minister Raisa Bohatyriova was removed from the 
blacklist after returning stolen assets to Ukrainian authorities. 

EU ministers approved the extension of the sanctions at a meeting in 
Brussels on March 4. The decision became official after being published 
in the EU’s official journal on March 5. 
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“If there is somebody in [Wash- 
ington] that would claim that we 
would consider going to war with 
Russia over Crimea and eastern 
Ukraine, they should speak up and 
be very clear about it.” 

The Atlantic article — titled The 
Obama Doctrine — compiles and 
analyzes remarks on U.S. foreign 
policy made by Obama in a ser- 
ies of exclusive interviews he has 
given to the magazine’s national 
correspondent, Jeffrey Goldberg, 
since 2006. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Position Title: National Youth Organizer 
Organization: CYMK-UOY (Canadian Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Association) 
Salary Range: $40,000 to $50,000 

Report to: SUS Foundation of Canada — Toronto, Ontario 

Work Location: Toronto, Ontario 


Position Summary 
SUS Foundation of Canada is seeking a dynamic, experienced, results-oriented individual to 


revitalize and rebuild the CYMK-UOY organization branches across Canada. The position is a 
full-time position with a focus on organizing membership campaigns, supporting the 
development and implementation of stimulating youth programs, as well as sourcing and 
developing any materials/tools required to fulfill the mandate. The focus will also be on 
building and developing functional partnerships between CYMK-UOY and other organizations 
under the umbrella of the Ukrainian Self Reliance League (CYC). 


Primary responsibilities 
e Develop and implement leadership, fellowship and spiritual strategies to engage the 
youth 
e Aid in the development of existing locals and the creation of new locals 
e tmplement leadership and self-advocacy training/curriculum tailored to youth needs 
e Conduct regular meetings with the CYMK-UOY National Executive 
¢ Develop, implement, and report оп an annual work plan focused on results with 
quarterly milestones and effective evaluation methods 
e Assist in fund-raising through grants, membership and special events, working in 
collaboration with CYMK-UOY National Executive 
e Administer and maintain website and social media presence. 
e¢ Become familiar with the organizational structure of USRL/CYC in Canada and how 
СУМК fits into it 


Qualifications 

e Post Secondary Education 

e Minimum of two years experience with youth organizations with demonstrated 
results 

e Ability to think strategically and plan programs and campaigns 

e Strong oral, listening and written communication skills 

e Ability to communicate in both Ukrainian and English 

e Ability to collaborate with others and work effectively as a team 

e Ability to travel and work evenings or weekends 

Knowledge of basic computer skills and social media platforms 


Application Instructions 
Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter to SUS Foundation of Canada, 
620 Spadina Avenue, Toronto, Ontario. M5S 2H4. or by email to hr@susfoundation.ca by April 


29, 2016 


in your cover letter, tell us how your personal and professional background makes you an 
excellent candidate for this position. Only successful candidates will be contacted. 
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Why were lethal 
weapons not discussed? 


We don’t know what to say. 

That may be an odd opening to an editorial, but such is the case be- 
cause, according to Canada’s Defence Minister Harjit Sajjan, the issue of 
Canada supplying Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons did not come 
up during his visit there. 

It certainly wasn’t mentioned during the press conference Sajjan and 
Ukraine’s Defence Minister General Stepan Poltorak held at the Inter- 
national Peacekeeping and Security Centre in Starychi. Nor was that 
question raised by any of the Ukrainian reporters there. When Ukrainian 
News contacted communications officers from the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defence, we were told that if it was raised during the private meeting, it 
remains a private matter. 

Why Ukraine’s Defence Minister would not use this opportunity to 
make the case for the weapons his country so badly needs, escapes us. 

It has certainly been brought up by many Ukrainian political leaders, 
and has been an issue that has consistently been raised by the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Canada. 

Perhaps there may be some tacit understanding between the two parties 
that this is an issue which should not be discussed publicly. Maybe that 
would explain why Etobicoke-Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj was not 
invited to accompany the minister. 

But even if there is some tacit understanding, we still believe this is an 
issue that should be brought out into the open. 

Ukraine needs secure communication systems, electromagnetic war- 
fare systems, anti-tank weapons, coastal protection systems, and armored 
vehicles. 

Ukraine also needs more trainers on the ground and should Russian 
aggression extend beyond March 2017, an extension of Operation Unifier 
under which Canada is deploying approximately 200 CAF personnel. 

Sajjan did tell Ukrainian News that he discussed the evolving nature of 
the type of training, adding: “I’ve given the flexibility to the military in 
command to adjust to what they need as to the training.” This leaves the 
door open to the possibility of expansion and extension. 

Canada’s position on lethal weapons in the past has been that we should 
act in concert with our allies and on December 18, 2015 U.S. President 
Barack Obama finally signed a Congressional Act which commits the United 
States to provide “lethal weapons of a defensive nature” to Ukraine. There- 
fore, any commitment on Canada’s part to provide such equipment would 
become a case of us acting in concert with our closest NATO ally. 

Whether Obama will actually deliver any weapons, or choose to ig- 
nore an act he himself signed remains unclear, especially given his un- 
conscionable comments that Ukraine does not fall within the Unites 
States core interests. We say unconscionable because it was the United 
States which exerted immense pressure on Ukraine to give up its nuclear 
weapons back in 1994 in retum for a “Budapest Memorandum” which 
in theory protected the country’s sovereignty, but in reality proved to be 
totally useless. What a future U.S. President may do remains unclear. 


Canada 


Democratic front-runner Hillary Clinton, Obama’s former Secretary of 


State, has stated that Washington should be doing more in response to 
Russia’s aggression in Ukraine, but has not provided any specifics. While 
two of the remaining Republican contenders, Texas Senator Ted Cruz and 
Ohio Govemor John Kasich, support the provision of lethal м eapons for 
Ukraine, the front-runner for that party’s nomination is Putin’s puppet, 
Donald Trump. His election would be a disaster for Ukraine, a disaster for 
the United States, and a disaster for the world. 

Whether the respective Defence Ministers choose not to discuss this in 
public or not, lethal defensive weapons are something Ukraine definitely 
needs, and it is an issue that our community in Canada has to keep im the 
public consciousness. 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, March 17 - 30, 17 - 30 березня, 2016 


The Obama Doctrine and Ukraine 


BY Steven Pifer, John Herbst, 
The National Interest, March 16, 2016 

In an interview with Jeffrey Goldberg of the At 
lantic, President Obama laid out key elements of his 
approach to foreign policy. There is much in it with 
which one can agree. “Don’t do stupid s 7 makes 
Sense as an axiom of foreign policy—or of any policy, 
for that matter — as does taking deliberate and stra- 
tegic decisions about when to engage American mil- 
itary power. 

As regards the two-year-old conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia, the president said Ukraine is a 
core interest for Moscow, in a way that it is not for the 
United States. He noted that, since Ukraine does not 
belong to NATO, it is vulnerable to Russian military 
domination, and that “we have to be very clear about 
what our core interests are and what we are willing to 
go to war for.” 

It is hard to dispute these points... except that the 
president set up a straw man. The United States could 
have done more to help Kyiv resist the Kremlin’s ag- 
gression without a war with Russia. 

There are critical reasons for Washington to support 
Ukraine. The Kremlin is pursuing a revisionist policy 
designed to undermine the post-Cold War order es- 
tablished in Europe. Vladimir Putin claims a right 
and duty to intervene to protect ethnic Russians and 
speakers wherever they live and regardless of their 
citizenship. He used that as a justification to invade 
Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014. 25 percent of 
the populations of two NATO member states — Es- 
tonia and Latvia — are ethnic Russians. Recent Rus- 
sian provocations in the Baltic states include kidnap- 
ping an Estonian counterintelligence official on the 
final day of the last NATO summit. Making Putin pay 
a heavy price for his aggression in Ukraine makes it 
less likely that he will commit further provocations in 
the Baltic states. Such provocations could lead to mis- 
calculations and the war that President Obama wants 
to avoid. 

Moreover, in 1994, the leaders of the United States, 
Britain and Russia signed the Budapest Memoran- 
dum, in which they committed to respect Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity 
and pledged not to use force against that country. That 
memorandum was key to Kyiv’s decision to give up 
nearly 2,000 strategic nuclear warheads and the as- 
sociated strategic missiles and bonivers. This was a 
major victory for U.S. policy, and for non-prolifera- 
tion. Moscow’s violation of this agreement is a strong 
disincentive for future nations to give up weapons of 
mass destruction. The Obama administration rarely 
mentions the Budapest Memorandum, but that memo- 


randum answers the “why should we care?” question 
that Obama implied in his interview with Goldberg. 

What should Washington do? It should keep pro- 
viding Kyiv political support, and work with the 
European Union to offer additional financial assist- 
ance, provided that Ukraine accelerates reforms and 
anti-corruption measures. It should also provide addi- 
tional military assistance. 

On the last point, we are two of eight coauthors ofa 
report issued early last year — “Preserving Ukraine’s 
Independence, Resisting Russian Aggression: What 
the United States and NATO Must Do” — that argued 
for providing Ukraine additional military assistance, 
including light anti-armor weapons. Those were in- 
tended to fill a gap when the Russian military was 
pouring tanks and other armored vehicles into the 
Donbas. 

The administration rejected lethal military assist- 
ance. In our meetings last year with senior U.S. об. 
ficials, it was apparent that the White House’s main 
concern was escalation: that the Russians might out- 
escalate the United States, or that U.S. leaders would 
find themselves on an escalation ladder that would 
end up with the Eighty-Second Airborne Division de- 
ploying to Donetsk. 

These were good questions to raise, but they had 
good answers. Could Moscow escalate if the United 
States provided light anti-armor weapons? Certainly. 
But would Moscow escalate, given the risks — more 
dead Russian soldiers, which the Kremlin disgrace- 
fully hides from the public, and additional sanctions 
on an economy already mired in recession? 

As for an escalation ladder, Washington would con- 
trol that. None of the report’s coauthors advocated 
sending U.S. soldiers to fight or even proposed high- 
end arms. Washington would have owed it to Kyiv 
to make clear where it would draw the line, but the 
argument that providing some arms would have led 
to an inevitable U.S.-Russian military clash does not 
hold water. 

This is what is troubling about the president’s view 

of the conflict. If the choice is between continuing 
what the United States is currently doing and World 
War III with Russia, it’s a no-brainer. The president, 
however, rejected lesser steps, which would not have 
led to war with Russia, but that would have taken 
away easy military options from Moscow and іп- 
creased the prospects of a genuine settlement. 
Steven Pifer, a senior fellow at the Brookings Insti- 
tution, and John Herbst, the director of the Atlantic 
Council's Dinu Patriciu Eurasia Center, formerly 
served as U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine and previ- 
ously at the U.S. embassy in Moscow. 


After Syria, back to the Ukraine front 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—AIl eyes may be оп Russia’s pullout in 
Syria. 

But we should also be paying close attention to the 
Kremlin’s next moves in Ukraine. 

This is true because Syria and Ukraine are two 
fronts in one war that Moscow is fighting with the 
West — and de-escalation on one front has tended to 
mean escalation on the other. 

This is true because the Kremlin is clearly hoping to 
leverage its success in Syria with a win in Ukraine as 
well. 

This is true because Moscow thinks it has found a 
template in Syria to return to great power status. 

This is true because Western resolve to keep sanc- 
tions in place appears to be weakening. 

And this is true because Ukraine fatigue appears to 


be rising in Western capitals. 

The Kremlin probably senses an opening in Ukraine 
—and we should expect them to exploit it. 

In a televised interview this past weekend, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavroy appeared to telegraph 
the pivot when he called on the United States to pres- 
sure Kyiv to implement the Minsk agreement — pre- 
sumably on Moscow’s terms. 

Russia will try to leverage the momentum from 
its Syrian gambit to get a final settlement in Ukraine 
that preserves Moscow’s influence in the Donbas and 
gives it a virtual veto over Kyiv’s political direction. 

It will try to coax the West into forgetting about 
Crimea, lifting sanctions, and getting on with busi- 
ness as usual. 

And if that doesn’t work, well then the military card 
is always on the table. 


Ukraine’s moment of truth 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has pretty much pulled off the 
impossible. 

It’s fought Russia to a draw in a war. It’s battled one 
of the world’s largest and most ruthless militaries to a 
virtual standstill. 

Now, let that sink in for a minute. 

Over the past two years, Ukrainian soldiers have 
fought the Russian military machine to a draw. 

But despite this remarkable achievement, Ukraine 
could still lose. 

It could still lose because the authorities in Kyiv 
have been either unable or unwilling to meaningfully 
tackle corruption. 

It could still lose because they have been either un- 
able or unwilling to rein in the oligarchs. 

And it could still lose because they have been either 
unable or unwilling to reform the economy. 


Ukraine is Josing the war of governance. 

And this is a tragedy. 

It’s a tragedy because good governance is what this 
whole crisis is about. 

It’s a tragedy because more than 100 ordinary Ukrain- 
іап5 died on the Maidan, and thousands of soldiers and 
civilians died on the battlefields of Donbas for the sake 
of the reforms that Kyiv is failing to deliver. 

It’s a tragedy because what happens in Ukraine is 
crucial for European security and the rules-based 
international order. 

And it is a tragedy because this failure is exactly 
what Moscow is counting on. 

The paradox of Ukraine has long been that its civil soci- 
ety has always been light years ahead of its political elite. 

And now it’s time to close the gap. 

It’s time for Ukraine’s government to be as good as 
its people. 
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The government we need in Ukraine| The church that. 


By Olga Bielkova, Kyiv Post 

The level of speculation around the allegedly imminent 
changes of Ukraine’s prime minister and his cabinet are reach- 
ing a fever pitch. Expectedly, the ever-shrinking news cycle 
fuels rumors. Will Arseniy Yatsenyuk stay? Who will replace 
him? Is it the current speaker of parliament — Volodymyr 
Groysman? Is it the finance minister — Natalie Jaresko? 

With the discourse rarely reaching beyond the names and 
short soundbites, such as Groysman is a close ally of President 
Petro Poroshenko; Jaresko will be well-received by Ukraine’s 
international creditors, we are falling into the same trap as 
contemporary electoral campaigns around the globe. We don’t 
need to look much further than the current primaries in the 
U.S., where soundbites eat policy debates for breakfast. 

In this environment, some in the Ukrainian political elites 
are taking sides, some are waiting it out, and some are man- 
oeuvring behind the scenes to secure a seat in whatever cab- 
inet emerges. While I have my personal preferences as an 
elected representative and as a citizen of Ukraine, I think 
the more responsible approach would be to talk about what 
we want the cabinet to achieve, how we want it to work, and 
why we are talking about changes in the first place. 

“We ought to focus on principles, not personalities,” said 
Jaresko in an interview more than a month ago, following 
the resignation of Economy Minister Aivaras Abromavicius, 
which was a reckoning point for Poroshenko, Yatsenyuk and 
the rest of the governing coalition. 

I couldn’t agree more with Jaresko, and here are the three 
core principles that I would identify: implementation, imple- 
mentation, and implementation. 

The new cabinet needs to come in and implement the re- 
forms that the people of Ukraine demand, and the cabinet must 
hit the ground running, there will be no time to warm-up. 

How, then, should we proceed with the forming of a cab- 
inet? 

One Team: The current cabinet is failing because it’s im- 
possible to steer the ship when everyone is rowing in vari- 
ous directions. There is no point in asking who is growing 
stronger and who has a better oar. The last thing we need 
now is to find a skipper who will say: I did not choose this 
crew and I can’t get us to the chosen destination. We will be 

back to where we started, having wasted precious time. 

Professionalism, integrity, and proven track record: if our 
goal is to implement the reforms everyone already agrees 
on, rather than re-debate, re-arrange, and re-allocate, than 
our measuring stick for the new cabinet members should be 
track record of real achievement. I worry when we define 
categories too narrowly, such as “we need more people from 

business,” or “only new faces can be part of the future cab- 


Decentralizing government power is key to reforming Ukraine 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—It’s not surprising that Kyiv’s 
convoluted politics color what we think about Ukraine and 
its future prospects. But don’t let the turmoil in Kyiv ob- 
scure the hopeful developments taking place in Ukraine’s 
provinces. Take agricultural reform. As Kyiv’s policymakers 
squawk and squabble, real Ukrainians have to live real lives. 
And they do, frequently developing innovative new schemes 
that qualify as no less important reforms than those contem- 
plated and adopted in the capital. 

Lviv Province, 39 percent of whose population lives in the 
countryside, has just adopted an ambitious five-year Com- 
plex Plan of Supporting and Developing Agro-industrial 
Production, developed by the Province State Administra- 
tion’s Agro-industrial Department, which is headed by the 
dynamic Nataliya Khmyz, described by her coworkers as 
a “fount of ideas.” The State Administration is allocating 
11 million hryvnia (about US$425,000) toward agriculture 
in 2016. According to Taras Verveha, the head of the Іміу 
Provincial Council’s Agro-industrial Commission, 1.5 mil- 
lion will pay the interest farmers owe on existing loans; 1 
million is earmarked for replenishing the soil; and 8.5 mil- 
lion will serve as low-interest loans for agricultural improve- 
ments. Verveha expects agricultural production to increase 
by 10 percent in five years. 

In addition to the 11 million coming from the province in 
2016, Khmyz and her colleagues expect Kyiv to provide 16 
million, international donors to come up with 6 million, and 
co-financing partnerships (involving local budgetary alloca- 
tions and farms) to account for 42 million — for a total of 
75 million hryvnia. Since the State Administration intends to 
spend 86 million hryvnia during the next five years (or about 
$3.3 million at the current exchange rate), the actual total 
will likely be seven times as much, ог 602 million hryvnia 

($23 million). 

The Lviv Province Fund for Supporting Individual Hous- 
ing Construction in Villages, which has been providing vil- 
lagers with cheap loans for fixing their homesteads since 
2000 on a transparent and competitive basis, will administer 
most of the monies involved (8.5 million in 2016 and 68 
million in 2016-2020). The Fund expects to provide 1-to-3- 
year loans at 5 percent interest (compared to the 30-percent 

interest offered by banks) to 104 small farmers, individual 
homesteads, and village cooperatives in 2016 and to a total 
of 605 in 2016-2020. The interest is earmarked for promot- 


inet.” Executive branches of the government must first and 
foremost be competent in executing policies. Oratory skills, 
personal loyalties, or political allegiances are not the param- 
eters we should consider for the cabinet positions; integrity 
and professionalism will do the job. 

Defined scope of real priorities: A recent example that 
comes to mind is Mario Monti stepping in as a crisis man- 
ager and a prime minister with a razor-sharp focus on getting 
Italy through a major economic crisis. Technocratic govern- 
ment can only be successful if it is there for a defined term 
with a defined scope of priorities. The people of Ukraine 
have spoken loud and clear: tackling corruption must be 
Cabinet’s #1 Priority. What must, then, be done? 

- Clean up the judiciary and demonstrate zero tolerance 
for corruption in the Prosecutor General’s Office with real 
action rather than window-dressing: 

- Complete the privatization process which was launched 
by Abromavicius; and 

- Implement public sector/civil service reform. 

With a limited list of predefined priorities linked to meas- 
urable outcomes, the next cabinet can and will succeed. 

Ukraine’s spiritual leader — Lubomyr Husar — had said it 
best: “we have to finish what’s been started with the 2nd Maidan 
[revolution of dignity] and the 3rd one won’t be necessary.” 

During the last two decades, the people of Ukraine showed 
more leadership than the political elites; and they’ve helped 
course-correct when the government was running our econ- 
omy off the cliff and selling our future for personal enrich- 
ment. Many observers warn that another Maidan, in today’s 
fragile environment, may lead to a complete collapse of the 
state, loss of sovereignty, and much more bloodshed that 
we ve already seen. 

As a responsible member of parliament, I will not support 
a superficial cabinet reshuffle for the sake of creating an ap- 
pearance of change. 

Many in the world support Ukraine, and we must not com- 
promise their trust any further. 

Only a qualitatively different approach to the whole pro- 
cess of forming a new cabinet, which doesn’t involve horse 
trading and backroom dealing, will help demonstrate to the 
Ukrainian people that the leadership is getting the message. 

If we waste this chance to change the “old ways” in unrest, if 
we stick with “lyubi druzi” criteria for the ministerial posts, we 
are risking the future, if not very existence, of our country. 

This we can’t afford, not this time. 

Olga Bielkova was elected to parliament in 2012 and re- 
elected in 2014 as part of the bloc of President Petro Poro- 
shenko. She was born in Cherkasy and formerly worked for 
the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. 


Stalin couldn’t kill 


By Nadia M. Diuk 

(New Atlantic)—Seventy years ago, on March 8-10, 1946, 
under orders from Josef Stalin, an illegal “synod” of Kremlin- 
controlled clergy gathered in the city of Lviv, recently 
absorbed into the Soviet Union as part of the settlement of 
World War II. The purpose of the gathering was to liquidate 
the independent existence of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, or rather to “reunite” it with the Russian Orthodox 
Church. This flimsy ruse derived from the church’s origins 
as a result of the Union of Brest in 1595 when thousands 
of faithful and their clergy — the Metropolitanate of Kyiv- 
Halych — broke away from Eastern Orthodoxy to place 
themselves under the authority and pastoral protection of the 
Latin Catholic Pope of Rome. 

The next three-and-a-half centuries established the church 
as a thriving spiritual center that was closely connected to 
rising social and intellectual movements as they struggled 
to define an identity for nascent Ukrainian populations that 
found themselves under the serial domination of empires 
and states in the region. 

By the middle of the 20th century, the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church (UGCC) included over 3,000 parishes, 
4,440 churches, five seminaries, and 127 monasteries. Over 
three million believers were served by 3,000 priests, ten 
bishops, and the metropolitan at the head of the church, As 
Stalin’s regime moved to subdue and absorb the Western 
Ukrainians, it was clear that this large and vibrant institution 
that answered to an authority outside of the state would 
continue to nurture the same patriotism and independent 
spirit that had proved so problematic during the first Soviet 
occupation in 1939-1941. Moreover, during the Second 
World War, even though the Communist Soviet regime 
had moved away from strict atheism, recognizing that 
religion could play a role in supporting the war effort, the 
imperative to control all religious institutions remained. The 
“reunification” of the UGCC with the Russian Orthodox 
Church emerged as the solution. A “synod” was assembled 
without the participation of any UGCC bishops; those who 
had been coerced into attending cast their votes and the 
church was officially absorbed into the Orthodox Church of 
the Moscow Patriarchate along with most of its property. Ina 
cynical move that reinforced the decision, the announcement 
was made on the first Sunday of Easter Lent, on the 350th 
anniversary of the Union of Brest. As a result, the UGCC 
became the largest outlawed church in the world. 

Harsh repressions followed. Ukrainian Catholic priests 
were beaten, tortured, and given long prison sentences. Tens 
of thousands of religious laity met the same fate. UGCC 
Metropolitan Josef Slipiy was exiled to a hard labor camp in 
Siberia. The church went underground: services were held in 
the forests, or in private homes where they dared. Children 
were baptized in secret and religious rites performed 
clandestinely, while the Soviet state continued its assault 
on priests, monks, nuns, and the Catholic faithful, offering 
respite within the Russian Orthodox Church or repression as 
the price for refusal to cut ties with the bishop of Rome. 

And yet the flame of resistance endured and provided 
inspiration as stories of brutality and courage were shared 
among trusted family members and passed down from one 
generation to another. Western Ukraine, with its aspirations 
and support for an independent Ukraine, remained a hotbed 
for anti-Soviet sentiments and religious diversity. When the 
long struggle of the underground church finally ended in 
1989, only 300 aged priests remained. 

The vitality of the church quickly reasserted itself, with 


ing the program, providing training and instruction, and соу- 
ering direct administrative costs. 

According to Zenoviy Drevnyak, the head of the Fund, 
the loans will be awarded on the same kind of transparent 
and competitive basis that has characterized the Fund’s loan- 
making activity hitherto. Farmers will be obliged to submit 
detailed business plans to the State Administration’s Agro- 
industrial Department, which will select those proposals that 
promise to contribute most to increasing production of milk, 
fruits, vegetables, and meat and to creating jobs. The Fund 
will sign contracts with the farmers, provide the financing, 
and monitor the projects. The Agro-industrial Department’s 
outside experts will then evaluate the projects on an ongoing 
basis. The financing will pay for up to 50 percent of the pro- 
posed project’s total budget ensuring that the individual farm- 
ers share the risks. When farmers eventually pay off their 
loans, the monies will be ploughed back into the program and 


go toward financing future agro-industrial projects. 


The program’s process, says Drevnyak, has been carefully 


designed to minimize opportunities for corruption by stipu- 
lating that each part of the process — competition, financing, 


and evaluation — be performed by different individuals or 


entities. Information about the entire process will be avail- 
able on a special website; the Fund will also train farmers to 
develop their business plans. In time, the authorities hope to 
have a list of the “S00 Most Successful Farms” that would 
Serve as models for other farmers and cooperatives. 

Perhaps the most promising aspect of the Plan is that it is 
a local initiative entailing negligible involvement of Kyiv’s 
heavy-handed. inept, and corrupt bureaucracy. Small wonder 
that other provinces are expressing great interest in Lviv’s 
initiative. On March 1, several hundred farmers and entre- 
preneurs from throughout Ukraine met in the Lviv Arena 
conference center for an extensive discussion about how to 
improve agriculture production. The name of the event re- 
flected the hopeful enthusiasm of its participants: “A Million 
from Each Hectare.” 

The road to effective administration is long, and it remains 
to be seen whether Lviv’s provincial government is up to the 
task. However, the Agro-industrial Department’s effort to 
revitalize agriculture has exhibited a degree of professional- 
ism that has eluded Kyiv. The Lviv experiment needs to be 
monitored, as well supported from within and without. And 
the clear lesson for Ukraine’s reformers is obvious: cut the 
central bureaucracy and its intrusiveness — radically. 


the support of the diaspora, the thousands of Ukrainians 
who had fled their homeland during the war and settled in 
North America, Latin America, Europe, and as far afield as 
Australia. 

Today, with a spiritual center in Rome, the recently 
re-established Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in 
Lviv and newly built cathedral in Kyiv, the church has 33 
eparchies and exarchates and 53 bishops on four continents, 
with over 3,000 priests whose average age is 38. 

The church’s influence on Ukraine’s social and political 
life has been evident since independence. Students from the 
UCU were some of the first to come to Kyiv in 2004, to 
support the ideas and aspirations of the Orange Revolution 
against an authoritarian regime. And in 2013-14, Ukraine’s 
Revolution of Dignity was suffused with the moral values and 
tolerant attitudes propounded by the church. Its clergy were 
a daily presence on the Maidan throughout the three months 
of struggle. Together with the other churches and religious 
denominations of Ukraine, the UGCC has helped to create an 
ecumenical and diverse environment for social movements 
in Ukraine. As a bulwark against authoritarianism, this spirit 
of ecumenism continues to be Ukraine’s best instrument as 
it struggles toward becoming a democratic and prosperous 
state. 


Nadia M. Diuk is Vice President — Europe, Eurasia, Africa, 
Latin America & the Caribbean at the National Endowment 


jor Democracy. 


Христос Воскрес! 
СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
41717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 13 
Ph.: (780) 474-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 


E-mail:ucss@s 


haw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various s 
- counselling and advi 
* information, referral 


ervices: 
ce 


* translation and interpretation 


assistance to seniors 


and new immigrants 


parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 
Веселих Великодніх Свят! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 


Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 


wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


™ property of 


Grass Fed Bison & Beef 

Wood Smoked Bacon & Sausages 
Smoked Turkeys 

Delicatessen Sausages and Cheese 
Naturally Fed Chickens 

Sausages - Gluten Free, 

No Added MSG, No Byproducts 
Kobassa with impeccable taste! 


- Hot from our own smokehouses. 


CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


May the Risen Christ brings you and your family peace, 
Joy and contentment during this blessed Easter Holiday. 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC! 
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Наскільки охоче добровольці 
обирають у ЗСУ кар'єру офіцера? 


Михайло Штекель, 
Радіо Свобода 

Протягом останнього | року 
близько півтисячі сержантів 1 ря- 
дових із бойовим досвідом отри- 
мали офіцерські звання у ЗСУ за 
прискореною процедурою. Хоча, 
деякі добровольці, котрі боронять 
Україну від весни 2014 року, не 
бажають обирати такий шлях. За 
їхніми словами, вони не хочуть 
залишатися в радянській за духом 
армії. Натомість інші добробатівці 
йдуть на офіцерські курси, щоб 
реформувати військо зсередини, 
використовуючи набутий раніше 
досвід війни на Донбасі. 

Один 3 новопризначених 
офіцерів - лейтенант бригади 
швидкого реагування Нацгвардії 
Володимир Максимів. Він розповів 
Радіо Свобода, що йому присвоїли 
офіцерське звання не лише за- 
вдяки бойовому досвіду, але й 
тому, що в нього була вища освіта 
і сержантські курси. Він прохо- 
див їх ще на строковій службі. На 
війну пішов майже одразу і служив 
у першому складі добровольчо- 
го батальйону «Донбас». У своїй 
роті разом ще з кількома людьми 
відповідав за розвідку. 

«Я підійшов і сказав, що хочу 
стати офіцером. Мені сказали, що 
мені можна, що я зробив дуже ба- 
гато. Це було вже після військових 
дій, після року в АТО. Я воював 
від Артемівська до Іловайська. 
Брали | Попасну, Лисичанськ. 
Взагалі, близько року в «Донбасі» 
прослужив», - розповідає боєць із 
позивним «Макс». 

Отримавши кілька поранень він 
повернувся додому, в рідний Ка- 
луш Івано-Франківської області. 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Резиденція для Сеньйорів 


8025 - 101 Ave., 


« Central Court Yard 

* Lounge Areas for Vis 
« Seniors Club 

* Social Activities 


за ха 


¢ Обслуга Таксі до це 
« Центральний парк 


* Клюб сеньйорів 
« Суспільні програми 


St. Andrew's 
Ukrainian Selo 


- 5 бльоків від Собору Св. Андрєя 
« Приміщене при автобусовій лінії 


« Приміщення для відвідин 


Edmonton 


Ph.: 780-469-4141 
¢ 5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
« Taxi Service provided to Church 
* Located on Bus Route 


iting 


ркви 


Ukrainian Dnipro 


Senior Citizen's Home 
11030 - 107 Street, Edmonton 
Ph.: 780-425-5097 


- | block from St. John's Cathedral 
« 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 

¢ Near Bus Route 

- Chapel in Building 

* Lounge Areas for visiting 

¢ Seniors Club 

* Social Activities 


- | бльок від Катедри Св. Івана 

- 2 бльоки від комплексу крамниць 
Близько автобусової лінії 

* Каплиця в будинку 

¢ Приміщення для відвідин 

* Клюб сеньйорів 
Суспільні програми 


Rent: 30% of Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні 


Dnipro-Selo Housing Society | 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство | 


| Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор | 


жжж 


Але спілкуватись із тими, хто не 
воював,було дуже важко. 

«Коли ти там, на війні, то 
здається, що всі з тобою, що вся 
країна за тебе переживає. А коли 
повертаєшся, то людям, мабуть, 
не байдуже, але вони просто не 
уявляють, що там відбувалося. 
Вони кажуть, що розуміють, але, 
мабуть, деколи краще промовча- 
ти, ніж казати таке. Подивився і 
подумав: для чого це було? Зара- 
ди кого?» - пригадує лейтенант. 
Поки проходила реабілітація 
після поранень, Максимів зай- 
мався громадською діяльністю, 
збирав ветеранів. 

Він повернувся на військову 
службу у новосформовану брига- 
ду, тому що побачив там людей 13 
бойовим досвідом, які розуміють, 
у якому напрямку має змінюватися 
армія. Говорить, що офіцер має 
показувати приклад підлеглим. 

«У нас навіть старші команди- 
ри бігають із солдатами. Офіцер 
має поважати солдата, не лише 
як солдата, а як людину, як 
особистість. | не забувати, що 
погони йому роблять саме прості 
бійці», - впевнений «Макс». 

Ще один доброволець, який 
став офіцером, Євген Яранцев - 
молодший лейтенант окремого 
штурмового батальйону  «Ай- 
дар». Він прослужив у підрозділі 
з травня 2014 року до кінця осені 
2015 року, потім через контузію 
й інфаркт його демобілізували. 
Говорить Радіо Свобода, що на 
війні командують не ті, кого при- 
значають, а ті, хто не боїться 
віддавати накази. 

«В «Айдарі» серед рядових 
були навіть майори. Тому що, 
якщо він воює як солдат, не беручи 
на себе відповідальність за інших, 
то який він до біса майор. Нехає 
буде рядовим, якщо не вб'ють, то 
далі подивимось», - вважає Яран- 
цев. Сам він як тільки приїхав на 
базу батальйону в селище Поло- 
винкине, то почав навчати бійців 
i фізпідготовці, і тактичному 
переміщенню, і нюансам робо- 
ти із різною зброєю, і медичній 
підготовці. 

«Молодшого лейтенанта я от- 
римав на Новий рік. На практиці 
я керував більшою кількістю лю- 
дей, але це не важливо. Офіцерів 


мають давати тим, хто пока- 
зав себе лідером», - впевнений 
«айдарівець». 


До сьогоднішніх реформ в армії 
Яранцев ставиться скептично, го- 
ворить, що радянські офіцери мо- 
жуть побудувати лише радянську 
по суті армію. В «Айдарі» він роз- 
робив власну систему підготовки і 
тактичних дій, але впроваджувати 
її на національному рівні не хоче 
- говорить, що здоров'я вже HE до- 
зволить. 

Підготовку новачків в 
«Айдарі» Яранцев проводив су- 
воро - вони і під кулями повзали, 
i від безпілотників в лісі ховали- 
ся, 1 вночі стріляли. До тих, хто 
не хотів тренуватися, в Яранцева 
був особливий підхід - без за- 
гроз 1 насилля. 

«Якщо хтось не хотів трену- 
ватися, я говорив йому: «А що 
я скажу твоїй мамі, коли тебе 
вб'ють? Невже я скажу їй, що 
сину було ліньки? Що 
дурень i тому помер?» — 


молодший лейтенант. 


вашому 


ти працювало. 
хочуть 
еру 


добровольці 


умобільної бри- 
гади Андрій Васькін говорить, 
що служити в радянській за ду- 


хом армії не хоче. На війну він 
пішов з Майдану, служив у до- 
бровольчих батальйонах «Шах- 
тарськ» 1 «ОУН», а потім пішов 
по мобілізації в 81 бригаду. В 
Збройних силах він почав служ- 
бу рядовим, за три місяці став 
молодшим сержантом, а сьогодні 
займає посаду ротного сержанта. 

«Хотілося би трохи змінити 
нашу армію, стати офіцером, Але 
якщо ти офіцер нижчого складу, 
то офіцери вищого складу тобі 
не дадуть нічого змінити», — го- 
ворить Васькін. 

Зокрема сержанта обурюють 
норми забезпечення i списання 
майна - навіть втрачені в бою 
бронежилети 1 форми списати 
дуже важко. 

«Якщо 6 я зараз йшов на 
демобілізацію, то мав би здати 
i літню, 1 зимову форму, хоча 
форма i багато інших речей — це 
розхідний матеріал. В штабі цьо- 
го не розуміють, вони вважають, 
що якщо дали тобі бронежилет, 
то його тобі вистачить на два 
роки. А заплатити треба за все в 
десятикратному розмірі», - гово- 
рить Васькін. 

«При нормальному розвитку 
події за півроку можна зі взво- 
ду зробити ефективну бойо- 
ву одиницю. Нас на полігоні в 
«Десні» тримали 3 місяці, але 
через той самий «совок» не да- 
вали працювати. Наприклад, на 
травневі свята я запропонував 
вивести людей для тактичної 
стрільби, відпрацювати техніку 
стрільби. Мені командир сказав: 
«Які стрільби! Вихідні, сиди в 
наметі», - розповідає сержант. 

Васькін не має вищої освіти, 
до війни взагалі працював в 
пекарні. Єдина можливість для 
нього | отримати | офіцерське 
звання - це підписати контракт 
i вступити в один 3 військових 
вишів на загальній основі, На- 
вчання "триватиме 4 роки 1 
Васькін ще вагається щодо вибо- 
ру військової кар'єри. Говорить, 
що якщо не побачить в армії ре- 
форм, то піде на «дембель». 

Бойовим офіцером за приско- 
реною процедурою може стати 
рядовий чи сержант Збройних 
сил України, якщо він має вищу 
освіту не нижче бакалавра, За 
словами керівника прес-служби 
Генерального штабу Владислава 
Селезньова, після трьохмісячних 
курсів новопризначених моЛлод- 
ших лейтенантів розподіляють 
по військових частинах, в основ- 
ному бойових. Серед слухачів 


курсів їі мобілізовані, 1 KOH- 
грактники, зокрема з бойовим 
досвідом. 

«Під час реалізації завдань, 
визначених | РНБО,  Генераль- 
ний штаб забезпечив навчання 
грьох черг військовослужбовців. 
В рамках першої черги прой- 
шло 322  військовослужбовня, 


під час другої черги з листопада 
2015 по лютий 2016 року - 240 
військовослужбовців, а з 4 лютого 
гриває навчання третьої черги 
320 осіб», - наголосив Селезньов. 

Серед слухачів першої черги 
були люди і без вищої освіти, але 
вони отримували не офіцерське, 
а лише  сержантське звання. 
Підготовка проводиться на основі 
виших BIACbKOBUX навчальних 
закладів у Львові, Одесі, Харкові 
Ta інших містах України. 

У Національній гвардії 
інформація про кількість офіцерів, 
отримали підвищення з ря- 
дових чи сержантів під час про- 
ведення антитерористичної 
операції, є закритою. 


ЯКІ 
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Canadian Government, Opposition Obama, G7 urge Russia 
call for Savchenko’s release 


(UkrNews)—Both the Canadian 
Government and Opposition have 
called on Russia to release pilot Na- 
dia Savchenko who is being tried in 
Russia under trumped-up charges 

“I ат gravely concerned about 
the health of Nadiya Savchenko, 
Ukrainian pilot, member of 
Ukraine’s parliament and Member 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe, who has 
been unlawfully detained by Rus- 
sia since June 2014,” stated Sté- 
phane Dion, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, March 8. 

“She was put on trial in a Rus- 
sian court, and on March 4, 2016, 
following the postponement by the 
court of her closing remarks, Ms. 
Savchenko, already on a hunger 
strike, began to refuse water. 

“Canada has repeatedly under- 
lined that Ms. Savchenko’s transfer 
to Russia was illegal, the charges 
brought against her politically mo- 
tivated and her treatment during her 
detention a matter of grave concern. 
The court process has been marked 
by irregularities from the start. 

“With regard to Ms. Savchenko’s 
rapidly failing health, we appeal to 
Russia to act compassionately by 
immediately releasing her and re- 
turning her to friends, colleagues 


CDGU appeals to Trudeau for Savchenko 


(CGDU)—The Canadian Group 
for Democracy in Ukraine (CDGU) 
has appealed to Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau to make a last ditch 
attempt to free the abducted and in- 
carcerated parliamentarian Nadiya 
Savchenko, Кері in Russia’s cus- 
tody for nearly two years. 

“We are asking Prime Minister 
Trudeau to telephone President Pu- 
tin and ask him to release Nadiya,” 
says Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, a 
member of the Group. “President 
Putin wants Canada to respect Rus- 
sia and to move forward to improy- 
ing relations. Putin must show 
some good will for that to happen: 
release Nadiya.” 

Colonel Savchenko, a military 


Nadiya Savchenko 


and family in Ukraine,” added Dion. 

The next day, Rona Ambrose, 
Leader of the Official Opposition 
and Interim Leader of the Conser- 
vative Party, along with Conserva- 
tive Party critics Tony Clement and 
James Bezan, issued the following 
statement: 

"19 Lt. Nadiya Savchenko, a 
Ukrainian Air Force Pilot and mem- 
ber of the Ukrainian Parliament, 
is being held illegally in a Russian 
prison. Today, thousands of people 
in Ukraine and around the world, 
including Canada, are gathering to 
demand that the Russian Federa- 
tion release Nadiya Savchenko from 
Russian imprisonment. 

“Ms. Savchenko 


ууа5 cap- 


pilot, has resumed her hunger 
strike to protest her illegally con- 
stituted trial. The EU, US, Britain 
and others to have called for her 
release considered to be politically 
motivated as she is highly critical 
of Russia’s invasion of her country. 

The Group’s letter underscores 
that time is running out: She is to 
be sentenced on March 21. It is 
expected that she will receive the 
maximum sentence for a murder 
she didn’t commit. 

“She is determined to die rather 
than live in Russia’s captivity. Her 
hunger strike is a stand against the 
humiliation, terror and injustice 
being perpetrated by Russia on 
herself and her country. Russia’s 


EU lawmakers demand 
sanctions on Putin, 28 
others over Savchenko 


(RFE/RL)—Members of the European Parliament have urged EU 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini to impose personal sanctions 
against Russian President Vladimir Putin and 28 other individuals over 
the “illegal” treatment of Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko. 

A March § letter signed by 57 European lawmakers names Russian 
individuals and pro-Russia separatists in eastem Ukraine accused of 
being “responsible for the political decision to kidnap” Savchenko, 
to “transport her to the territory of Russia, detain her unlawfully, and 
fabricate charges against her.” 

In addition to Putin, the letter calls for the blacklisting of Federal 
Security Service (FSB) director Aleksandr Bortnikoy. Russian State Duma 
foreign affairs committee chief Aleksei Pushkov, senior investigators in 
Russia, and eastern Ukraine’s separatist leader Igor Plotmitsky. 

It also lists prosecutors, judges, and other individuals who are accused 
of fabricating evidence against Savchenko, declaring fabricated evidence 
to be legally valid in court, and lengthening Savchenko’s detention while 
awaiting the conclusion of her trial for 20 months. 

The letter says personal sanctions against Putin and the others should 
include EU visa bans, asset freezes, and the confiscation of all property 
within the territory of the European Union. 


to free Savchenko 


(RFE/RL)—News media are reporting that U.S. President Barack 
Obama and the world’s leading economic powers have urged Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to release jailed Ukrainian pilot Nadia 
Savchenko. 

The U.S. leader in a phone conversation with Putin on March 16 
stressed that Moscow must free Savchenko, who has refused to eat 
because of her detention on murder charges, in order to comply with 
the Minsk agreement, which requires all sides in the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine to release unlawfully detained persons, the AP and Interfax 
news agencies reported. 

Kyiv ambassadors from the Group of Seven (G7) economic powers 
also expressed “serious concerns” about Savchenko’s health because 
of her hunger strike and called on Russia to release her under the 
Minsk accord, according to a statement posted on the website of the 
U.S. embassy in Kyiv. 

Russian authorities accuse Savchenko, 34, of acting as a spotter 
who called in coordinates for a mortar attack that killed two Russian 
journalists during the conflict. Prosecutors have asked the court to 
sentence her to 23 years in prison for the killings. 


tured by Russian forces in East- 
em Ukraine in 2014 and illegally 
transported into Russia where she 
has been held captive as a prisoner 
of war for twenty months in con- 
travention of international law and 
the Minsk agreements. The charges 
against her are clearly trumped up. 
She desperately needs medical at- 
tention, and Russia is ultimately re- 
sponsible for her health and safety. 

“All efforts of the international 
community to advocate for the re- 
lease of Ms. Savchenko have been 
unsuccessful to this point. Ms. 
Savchenko has restarted a hunger 
strike, starving herself of any food 
and water, in protest of her inability 
to deliver a statement in her own 
defence at the conclusion of her 
trial in Moscow. 

“This show trial is based on fab- 
ricated charges and demonstrates 
the Russian regime’s contempt for 
due process and human rights. 

“The Conservative Party of Can- 
ada calls on the Russian Federation 
to end this show trial and free Lt. 
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Українців Канади Провінційна Рада Альберти 


Христос Воскрес! 


і З Воскресінням Христовим щиро Вас вітаю! 
Savchenko immediately. In addi- 4 Жити в радості й любові від душі бажаю! 
tion, we will continue to hold the i Запашною нехай буде Великодня Паска | 
Russian regime to account and we й І до віку буде з Вами світла Божа ласка! 
call оп the Government of Canada і - 5 5 і 
to increase pressure on Russia for} | | (& П Г| St | S R | S е П | 
this abuse of international law.” | і 


Wishing you and your family an Easter filled й 
with happines, faith, and joy! 


Foreign Minister Sergej Lavrov 
said that her health is ‘insignifi- 
cant’. Ukrainian doctors have not 
been allowed to see her,” worries 
Myroslava Oleksiuk, a founding 
member of the Group. 

“We’re counting on Canada’s 
record of supporting human rights 
of incarcerated women politicians 
like Myanmar’s de facto president 
Aung San Suu Kyi. Now we hope 
Canada will step up for Nadiya 
Savchenko.” 
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Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Більші ніж 100 жінок, які 
підписали контракти на служ- 
бу в Збройних силах України, 
проходять зараз навчання на 
Яворівському полігоні біля Льво- 
ва. Серед них є чимало дружин 
бійців, є й юристи і нещодавні 
випускниці школи. Що спону- 
кало жінок піти в армію? Чи 
відчувають гендерну нерівність? 

Наприкінці січня мама двох 
синів | Катерина 4 Возняк 13 
Вінничини підписала контракт 
на службу в українській армії. 
Торік півроку вона була у зоні 
бойових дій як доброволець 
батальйону «ОУН», а під час 
Майдану була волонтером. У 
батальйоні «ОУН» була одна се- 
ред чоловіків. 

«Не ображали ніколи навіть 
кривим словом. Вони мене на- 
зивали | «мамою»,  «мамкою». 
Нічого поганого з їхнього боку 
не відчувала, хоч їх було бага- 
то. Кажуть, що такої дружби, 
як у нас була, не купиш ні за які 
гроші. Мені найскладніше було 
на війні очікувати на бійців, які 
пішли на завдання, дивитись, чи 
всі виходять, чи когось виносять. 
Я різала для них овочі, то так вже 
багато нарізала, лишень би не 
плакати, коли чекаєш...Чому я 
пішла в армію, тому що мене об- 
урило те, що наші «мужики» по- 
чали ховатись від армії, хворіти, 
криво ходити, коли почали роз- 
носити повістки, А я знаю, вмію, 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
вітає всю українську громаду із світлим 
празником Христового Воскресіння! 


Christ Is Risen! Не із Truly Risen! 


Wishing you a Blessed and Happy Easter! 
from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


To learn more about your community visit- 
www.ucc.ca 


National Office: 806-130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON КІР 5G4 
Tel: (613) 232-8822 Fax: (613) 238-3822 

Head Office: 203-952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 

Tel: (204) 942-4627 Fax: (204) 947-3882 Email: ucc@ucc.cé 


Northland Power has been 
delivering intelligent energy 
Canadian communities 
since 1987. Learn more 
about responsible Wind, 
Thermal, Solar and Hydro 
energy development by visiting 
www.northlandpower.ca. 


NORTHLAND 
POWER 


Peter & Doris Kule Centre for 
Ukrainian & Canadian Folklore 
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ог 
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ульклору їм. Петра i Дорис Кулів 


Христос Воскрес! 


The staff of the Kule Роїкіоге Centre wish you 
and yours a Happy Easter! 


Reconnect with Ukrainian Cultural traditions and the contemporary 
ethnic community. 


Learn about Ukrainian Calendar customs, folk songs, stories, dance, 
traditional belief, folk arts, housing, clothing, weddings and other 
rituals through our courses and degree programs. 


Research the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives for 
Ukrainian publications, photos, audio/video recordings manuscripts 
and artifacts. 


Embrace the folklore of Ukrainian ancestors. Contact us at 
780-492-6906 to discover more! 
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Що спонукає жінок іти в армію? 


Ме 


RadtoSvoboda.ory (RELIRL) 


Жінки-військові тренуються на Яворівському полігоні, Львів, 6 бе- 


резня 2016 року 


хочу, тому я і тут», - каже Кате- 
рина Возняк. 

Жінка звільнилась з роботи 
у Києві, допоки навчається на 
полігоні, її молодший 14-річний 
син проживає у родички. Хлопець 
хоче стати військовим. «Каже: 
мамо, я тобою пишаюсь, має пла- 
ни навчатись у військовому ліцеї. 
Я найцінніше у своєму житті - 
сина - довірила кумі, ми щодня 
розмовляємо з ним». 

Таких, як Катерина, нині у 
зведеній жіночій роті контрак- 
тниць на Яворівському полігоні 
- більш ніж 100. Вони проходять 
вишкіл на рівні з чоловіками. 
Юрист Іванна Дутчак носить на 
собі 25 кілограмів - бронежи- 
лет, шолом, зброя, а сама важить 
лише вдвічі більше. «У мене 
була мрія піти в армію. Тут стала 
більш бойова, добиваюсь своєї 
цілі, я була більш м'яка. Ми не 
відчуваємо себе гіршими, ніж 
чоловіки, стараємось бути на 
рівні 1 навіть окремі завдання 
виконуємо краще», - розповідає 
Іванна, але все ж від залицянь 
чоловіків-військовослужбовців 
їй доводиться відбиватись, на- 
вчилась | відстоювати | свою 
позицію і поставу. 

Жінкинаполігоністаютькухара- 
ми, артилеристами-розвідниками, 
керівниками складів, лазень. У 
перші дні звикали до суворих ко- 
манд, дисципліни, військового 
розпорядку. Не всім було про- 
сто. Кожен військовослужбовець 
вчиться стріляти з автомата і 
гранатомета, тактики ведення 
бою, антиснайперській боротьбі, 
тактичній медицині. А ще всі 
проходять «обкат танком», щоб 
психологічно позбутись страху 
перед військовою технікою. Самі 
викопують рови, вчаться цілитись, 
ховаються i над ними проїжджає 
танк. 

«Ти стоїш - і тебе зашкалює. 
Можливо, спочатку був страх. 
Але | дивитись страшніше, 


ніж вже виконувати завдання, 
коли проїде танк, то люксове 
відчуття», - ділиться враження- 
ми контрактник Наталія. 

Командир зведеної жіночої 
роти, капітан Ганна Брунарсь- 
ка говорить про те, що жінки 
загартованіші і терплячіші , ніж 
чоловіки. Нині далеко не всі 
чоловіки-військовослужбовці 
толерують присутність жінок в 
українській армії. Це відчувають 
на собі контрактниці і навчають- 
ся відстоювати себе. «Інколи 
чоловіки кажуть, що жінкам 
не місце в армії, але ми вміємо 
відповісти і постояти за себе. 
Чоловікам | потрібно | більше 
жінок підтримувати і не показу- 
вати, що це не жіноча справа», — 
наголошує Ганна Брунарська. 

Військовий інструктор, аф- 
ганець Володимир  Каліхман 
навчає жінок військовій справі. 
Жартує, що командний голос 
виробив в Афганістані, бо щоб 
дослужитись ло прапортика, 
доводилось «голосом саджати 
гелікоптер». «Якщо з чоловіками 
можна і міцне слівце сказати - і 
все зрозуміло, то з жінками вже 
не можеш так загнути, мусиш 
показувати на пальцях і словами. 
Вони все роблять, як всі, все ро- 
блять те саме, що 1 чоловіки. Для 
мене не існує жодної різниці», — 
каже інструктор. 

19-річна Катерина Макаренко 
з Харкова, мріяла про військову 
професію. Вона розповіла, що є 
в частині чоловіки, які кажуть, 
що жінкам не місце у війську. 
«Кажуть: чому пішли ми служи- 
ти? А якщо молоді чоловіки не 
йдуть...Ми вміємо себе захисти- 
ти», - говорить дівчина. 

Після двох місяців навчання 
на Яворівському полігоні жінки 
поїдуть у військові підрозділи, 
куди їх скерують для проходжен- 
ня служби. У них розпочалось 
нове життя, яке вони, за власним 
бажанням, пов'язали з армією. 


Біля резиденції посла Росії 
вимагали звільнити Савченко 


(Голос Америки) -Акція протесту з вимогою звільнити Надію 
Савченко відбулася біля пам'ятника Тарасові Шевченку в центрі 
Вашингтона. Її організатори, посольство України у США, пояснюють 
вибір місця тим, що дата всесвітньої кампанії з вимогою звільнити 
Надію Савченко припала на річницю дня народження Кобзаря. 

У той день та напередодні у Вашингтоні пролунало кілька 
потужних заяв з вимогою до російської влади звільнити Надію - 
від віце-президента США Джозефа Байдена, державного секретаря 
Джона Керрі, посла США в ООН Саманти Пауєр. До закликів 
приєдналися кілька сенаторів та троє кандидатів у президенти США: 
Гілларі Клінтон, Тед Круз та Джон Кейсік. 

«Сьогодні почався відлік ГОДИН, ХВИЛИН, які мають бути 
максимально насичені такими подіями, які демонструють Росії 
i Путіну, що весь світ разом. I весь світ закликає до таких речей: 
припинити війни несправедливі, припинити окупацію Криму; 
звільнити наших полонених, Надію Савченко, виконати Мінські 


угоди, частиною яких, до речі, якраз є 


звільнення заручників 1 


полонених, та встановити мир у цій частині світу, в Європі», - заявив 
посол України у США Валерій Чалий. 
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Ukraine reforms endangered ру 


oligarchs fighting back; Nuland 


(RFE/RL)—A top U.S. admin- 
istration official has taken pointed 
aim at the wealthiest Ukrainian ty- 
coons, known as oligarchs, accus- 
ing them of undermining the coun- 
try’s anticorruption reform efforts. 

Victoria Nuland, assistant sec- 
retary of state for European and 
Eurasian Affairs, warned on March 
15 that, if efforts to liberalize the 
economy and fight endemic graft 
fail, Ukraine “risks sliding back- 
wards once again into corruption, 
into lawlessness, into vassal state- 
hood.” 

“The oligarchs and the klepto- 
сгаїз who controlled Ukraine for 
decades know that their business 
model will be broken if the Maidan 
reformers succeed in 2016,” she 
told the U.S. Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee in reference to the 
uprising that pushed out Ukraine’s 
pro-Russia government two years 
ago. 

“So they’re fighting back with 
a vengeance, using all the levers 


of the old system: their control of 


the media, state-owned enterprises, 
[parliamentary] deputies, | Фе 
courts, and the political machin- 
ery,” said Nuland, a leading U.S. 
official on Ukraine. 

The comments by Nuland and 
those made recently by other offi- 
cials, including Vice President Joe 
Biden, signal concerns that Ukrain- 
ian President Petro Poroshenko and 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
aren’t moving fast enough to over- 
haul key industries, ministries, and 
state agencies. 

Considered to be among the 
world’s most corrupt countries, 
Ukraine’s economy has long been 
dominated by businessmen who 
control valuable assets and enter- 


Shokin returns to work 
despite resignation 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s top prosecutor, who had reportedly resigned 
last month amid domestic and international pressure and accusations of 
stonewalling reforms, has resumed his duties. 

The press service for the Prosecutor-General’s Office confirmed on 
March 16 that Viktor Shokin was back at work. 

The news came as a parliamentary committee recommended that the 
question of Shokin’s resignation, announced last month, be brought to a 


full vote by lawmakers. 


Shokin’s deputy, Vladyslav Kutsenko, however, said there werent 
enough votes to accept the resignation. 

Shokin’s return to work came just а day after a leading U.S. administra- 
tion official made pointed reference to reforming the Prosecutor-Gener- 


al’s Office. 


U.S. and European officials have repeatedly called for President Petro 
Poroshenko to push Shokin out, as part of wider government reforms 
aimed at cleaning up the country’s notorious graft. 


Rada passes anti- 
corruption legislation 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmakers have approved an anticorruption 
bill establishing public oversight over the assets of both senior and lower- 


level officials and their relatives. 


Under the legislation adopted on March 15, they now have to file 
electronic declarations of their income and holdings, and face criminal 
liability for any inaccurate or falsified information. 

The data will be open online to anyone’s scrutiny. 

The European Union has been pressing Ukraine to complete 
anticorruption reforms, and Kyiv hopes the move will pave the way for 
visa-free travel to EU countries this year. 

Ukraine’s visa-free bid has been a top goal of the Ukrainian government. 
which has had to tackle an economic and financial crisis and a conflict 
with Russian-backed separatists in the country’s east. 


prises, many acquired under dubi- 
ous circumstances. 

In the months following the 
Euromaidan revolution that ousted 
Viktor Yanukovych as president 
in February 2014, Poroshenko — 
himself a wealthy businessman — 
turned to oligarchs to help stabilize 
regions in the country’s east, where 
a Russia-backed separatist move- 
ment erupted into full-scale civil 
war. 

As Kyiv has embarked on reform 
efforts, however, many of those oli- 
garchs have maintained control of 
their holdings despite public senti- 
ment and international pressure for 
Poroshenko to rein them in. 

In recent weeks, the government 
has been roiled by resignations of 
several reformist ministers, includ- 
ing Economy Minister Aivaras 
Abromavicius, who has accused 
a well-connected Poroshenko ally 
of trying to install his supporters 
as the heads of important state-run 
industries. 

In addition, Western officials 
pushed for months for the resigna- 
tion of Prosecutor-General Viktor 
Shokin, who was accused of being 
incapable of reforming his office, 
seen as one of the country’s most 
corrupt. 

Shokin stepped down in Febru- 
ary on the same day that Ukraine’s 
parliament narrowly defeated a 
no-confidence vote in Yatsenyuk’s 
government. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has warned that the 
latest installment of its $40 billion 
aid program, which has been in- 
strumental in stabilizing Ukraine’s 
anemic economy, could be held up 
unless changes are made. 

“Every week that Ukraine drifts 


internally, that reform is stalled, 
IMF and international support goes 
undisbursed, and those in and out- 
side the country who preferred the 
old Ukraine grow more confident,” 
Nuland said on March 15. 

“We need to see the next stage in 
‘de-oligarching’ the economy,” she 
added. 

Nuland cited some small eco- 
nomic successes in Ukraine over 
the past year, including a stabilized 
currency, growth in wheat exports, 
and the fact that the country man- 
aged to avoid using Russian natural 
gas this winter for the first time — 
something she called “pretty mir- 
aculous.” 

Russia has traditionally been 
able to use its gas supplies as lever- 
age against Kyiv, but Ukraine man- 
aged to draw on European sources 
in the past year. 

Despite her criticisms, Nuland 
gave an upbeat assessment of 
Ukraine’s ability to move forward 
with reforms. 

“We continue to believe that 
2016 can and should be the year 
that Ukraine breaks free from the 
unholy alliance of dirty money and 
dirty politics that has ripped off 
Ukrainians for far too long,” she 
said. 


Wishing our Ukrainian 
community a happy 
Easter full of tasty paska! 


Ж 
Chris Nielse 
MLA Edmonton-Decore © = 
i »- а 


May your Easter be full of Joy, 
Happiness & Peace. Today and Always! 


Happy Easter! Христос Воскрес! 


Jessica Littlewood, MLA, Fort Saskatchewan - Vegreville 
9925 B — 104 Street, Fort Saskatchewan, AB T8L 2E7 
Phone: (780) 992-6560 

Box 451, 4927 - 51 Avenue, Vegreville, AB T9C 1M1 

Phone: (780) 632-6840 


Hon. Marlin Schmidt, MLA 
Edmonton-Gold Bar 


VY 


Edmonton-Gold Bar Constituency Office: 
7510 82 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T6C 0X9 
Phone: 780-414-1015 
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Former UCC President 
Oleh Romaniw passes away 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress (UCC) expresses its deep 
sorrow on the passing of former President 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Walter 
Oleh Romaniw, Q.C. Mr. Romaniw served 
two terms as President of the UCC from 
1992-1998. Mr. Romaniw passed away on 
March 7, 2016. 

“On behalf of the UCC and our member 
organizations, I express my deepest sym- 
pathies to the family and friends of the late 
Mr. Romaniw,” stated Paul Grod, President 
of the UCC. “Our community has suffered 
a great loss with his passing. Mr. Romaniw 
was a great leader and a tremendous sup- 
porter of the Ukrainian Canadian community 
and Ukrainian Canadian culture.” 

In 2004, Mr. Romaniw was awarded the 
Shevchenko Medal, the highest form of 
recognition granted by the UCC, for his 
outstanding contributions to community 
development. A leader in promoting Multi- 
culturalism in Canada, Mr. Romaniw was 
past President of the Canadian Ethnocultural 
Council. 

Mr. Romaniw is survived by his wife 
Irene; daughter Martha (Jody Klapprat); and 
grandchildren Sebastian, Madelynne and 
Nathaniel. The UCC offers them our sincere 
condolences. We ask God to remember Mr. 


Romaniw’s family during this difficult time 
and to grant Mr. Romaniw eternal life in His 
Heavenly Home. 

Вічная Пам'ять! May His Memory Be 
Eternal 


Ukraine tears down giant Lenin statue 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has torn down its lar- 
gest remaining statue of Soviet leader Vladi- 
mir Lenin. 

A crane lifted the 40-ton statue off its ped- 
estal in the southeastern city of Zaporizhia 
on March 17 and placed it beside the plinth. 

The 60-year-old monument fell victim to 
so-called “decommunization” laws. 


Nearly 1,000 statues of Lenin have been 
toppled in Ukraine and thousands of streets, 
squares, towns, villages, companies, and other 
social entities and geographical locations must 
be renamed under controversial laws, passed 
last year, that condemn the communist Soviet 
and Nazi German regimes and ban any propa- 
ganda, symbols, or names associated with them. 


xX, ристос 


крес! 


Building Bridges 
in Our Community! 


552 Hermitage Mall (Hermitage Road & 40th Street) 
Edmonton, Alberta Т5А 4N2 
Phone/Tenedou : 780.476.6457 
Рах/Факс : 780.476.6473 


edmonton.beverlyciareview@assembly.ab.ca 
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov (left), French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault 
(second left), German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier (right) and Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin (second right) failed to make a breakthrough during talks 
in Paris about the situation in eastern Ukraine. 


Paris peace talks fall flat 


RFE/RL)—Progress was seen but по 
breakthrough made during talks aimed at 
jumpstarting a fragile peace deal in Ukraine, 
ending with Moscow and Kyiv failing to 
agree on a proposal to hold elections in 
eastern Ukraine this year. 

Following the multiparty talks in Paris 
on March 3, Russia said it was prepared to 
support the election proposal presented by 
Germany and France. But Ukraine quashed 
early optimism by saying polls would not 
possible until security was established. 

French Foreign Minister Jean-Marc 
Ayrault, who described the four-hour meeting 
as “frank, direct, and without holding back,” 
announced that the talks had underlined the 
importance of adopting an electoral law to 
hold elections in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas 
region in June. 

But when asked by journalists if there 
had been a breakthrough, Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin responded Бу 
saying: No, I don’t have that impression.” 

Klimkin said Ukraine continues to insist 
that all commitments for a cease-fire and 
withdrawal of weapons be carried out before 
such elections are held. 

“We must be able to ensure these elections 
are organized safely; we need our territory to 
be secure. Without security we can’t deliver 
on anything further,” Klimkin added. 

Kyiv has long insisted there must be a total 
cessation of hostilities in the country’s east, 
where Ukraine has battled Russia-backed 
separatists since early 2014, before it will 
pass the laws needed to authorize elections 
there. 

Although violence in the east has 
diminished, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has reported 
sporadic violations by both sides of the cease- 
fire established by the Minsk II agreement, 
which was signed in the Belarusian capital 
in February 2015 by Ukraine, Russia, the 
separatists, and the OSCE. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
said Moscow was prepared to push 
separatists in the east to abide by the cease- 
fire and participate in the polls. But he said 
Ukraine’s refusal to go along with any hard 
deadline thwarted a consensus on the matter. 


Lavroy said the group agreed on beginning 
mine clearance in 12 areas in the conflict 
zone, and banning all firing drills and 
military exercises near the contact line. 

“This will reduce the risk of provocations, 
the risk of unexpected or unintentional 
incidents. These are good agreements that 
need to be implemented,” he said. 

German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier expressed frustration after the 
negotiations in Paris, saying he was “not 
satisfied with the way Kyiv and Moscow 
are operating the negotiations here... I’m 
afraid the situation in eastern Ukraine really 
isn’t being viewed seriously enough... It can 
escalate again at any time.” 

A Western diplomat said France and 
Germany would continue to push Ukraine 
to adopt elections laws and hold polls in the 
first half of the year. 

“Failure to reach a consensus on elections 
does not mean that there is no progress at 
all,” the unnamed diplomat said, 

During avisitto Ukraine lastmonth, Ayrault 
and Steinmeier called on the government to 
pursue the legal and constitutional reforms 
needed to allow local elections to take place 
in the east. 

However, a political crisis has been 
consuming Kyiv’s attention, and aides say 
the French and German ministers have 
begun to worry that political dysfunction 
is preventing Kyiv from delivering on its 
commitment to hold elections in the east. 

Beyond the contentious issue of holding 
elections in the east, the four top diplomats 
agreed to “the release and exchange of all 
prisoners and people held in illegal detention 
between now and April 30,” Ayrault said 
after the Paris talks. 

They also agreed to establish by April 30 
a mechanism to “prevent and settle incidents 
connected with cease-fire violations,” as 
well as ensure access to the conflict zone by 
truce monitors.” 

The Paris meeting was called to carry 
out the Minsk П accord, which established 
a cease-fire and called for elections and 
other measures to end the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine that has claimed more than 9,100 
lives. 


Dutch team to pinpoint launch site 
of missile that downed MH17 


(RFE/RL)—The Dutch-led team charged 
with determining who was responsible for 
the downing of Malaysian Airlines Flight 
МНІ? over eastern Ukraine said it will 
determine soon the exact launch site of the 
missile that destroyed the plane. 

After briefing relatives of the 298 
people killed in the July 2014 crash, Fred 
Westerbeke. the prosecutor leading the 
international probe, said the investigators 
had obtained all the information they needed 
from the United States. 

While the exact launch site of the missile 


should be known by summer, Westerbeke 
said he did not know when the criminal 
investigation would be completed. 

But he pledged to finish the investigation 
“as quickly as possible, if only because of 
the frustration among the families.” 

A Dutch civil investigation previously 
concluded that the plane was downed by a 
Soviet-designed Buk surface-to-air missile. 

Previously, the open-research group 
Bellingeat said it had evidence that Russian 
soldiers and officers were involved in firing 
the missile or had knowledge of who did it. 
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Savchenko ‘consuming liquids’ again 


(RFE/RL)—Hunger-striking 
Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko 
has started drinking water again, 
reducing fears she could die in a 
Russian jail before the verdict in 
her politically charged trial is de- 
livered later this month. 

Her lawyer Mark Feigin said 
on Twitter on March 10 that Sav- 
chenko made the decision to tone 
down her hunger strike after a re- 
quest from Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko. 

But Feigin later told RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service that a purported 
letter from Poroshenko he had 
given Savchenko turned out to be 
a fake. He asserted that it was or- 
chestrated by Russian authorities 
in an effort to discredit Savchenko, 
her lawyers, and Ukraine. 

Poroshenko’s office confirmed 


that the president had not sent Sav- 
chenko a letter. 

A pair of Russian pranksters who 
call themselves Lexus and Vovan 
— and who claimed last year that 
they had duped British rock star 
Elton John into believing he spoke 
to Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin on the phone — said they were 
behind the hoax. 

Poroshenko’s spokesman, Svya- 
toslav Tseholko, said the Ukrainian 
president had “has passed his words 
of support to Savchenko via her sister 
Vira and her mother,” but it was not 
clear whether Poroshenko had urged 
her to halt her hunger strike. 

Savchenko had stopped drinking 
fluids on March 4, calling on Rus- 
sian authorities to send her home 
to Ukraine and vowing to return 
“dead or alive.” 


Now one of the most prominent 
figures from a war between Russia- 
backed separatists and government 
forces that has killed more than 
9.100 people in eastern Ukraine 
and ruined ties between Moscow 
and Kyiv, Savchenko is regarded 
as a hero in her home country and a 
symbol of defiance against Russia. 

Russian authorities accuse Sav- 
chenko, 34, of acting as a spotter 
who called in coordinates for a 
mortar attack that killed two Rus- 
sian journalists during the conflict. 
They have charged her with mur- 
der and illegal border crossing, and 
state prosecutors have asked the 
court to sentence her to 23 years in 
prison. 

Savchenko says she was seized 
in eastern Ukraine while fighting 
with a volunteer battalion and il- 


Ukraine lists individuals it wants 
EU to blacklist over Savchenko trial 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has identi- 
fied nearly 50 people it considers 
responsible for the “illegal deten- 
tion and falsified trial” of Ukrain- 
ian military pilot Nadia Savchenko 
and has urged the European Union 
to impose sanctions against them. 

The list of 46 names, which 
Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko handed over to the heads 
of the European Council and the 
European Commission in Brussels 
on March 17, includes 44 Russians 
and two Ukrainians. | ‘ 

All are “directly involved in the 
illegal process against the Ukrain- 
ian officer and pilot Nadia Say- 
chenko, who is illegally kept in a 
Russian prison,” Poroshenko told 
RFE/RL. 

Savchenko is currently await- 
ing her verdict in a Russian mil- 
itary court trial in which she is ac- 
cused of complicity in the murder 
in 2014 of two Russian journalists 
in eastern Ukraine, where Ukrain- 
ian forces have been engaged in a 
conflict against separatist forces. 
The pilot’s case has been widely 
condemned as a show trial and has 
led to calls by U.S. President Bar- 
ack Obama and other world leaders 
for Russia to release Savchenko. 

Savchenko, who has defiantly 
denied the charges and said she 
will not recognize the court or its 
ruling, is a member of the Ukrain- 
ian parliament and the Parliament- 
ary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe in absentia. 

Poroshenko was adamant that 
the European Union should act 
quickly to punish individuals who 
have played a role in Savchenko’s 
case. 

“If you are talking about values, 
neither Ukraine nor the European 
Union can keep silent and do noth- 
ing,” Poroshenko said, arguing that 
sanctions would be an “effective 
reaction against the brutal violation 
of intemmational law and human 
rights.” 

He said that more names could 
be added to the list, noting that of 
ficials Kyiv believes are involved 
in the detention of up to 10 other 
Ukrainian pmsoners in Russia 
should also be punished. 

European Council President 
Donald Tusk, speaking together 
with Poroshenko and European 


Commission President Jean- 
Claude Juncker, addressed what he 
described as Saychenko’s illegal 
detention in Russia. 

“Let me in this context reiterate 
the call by the EU for her immedi- 
ate release,” he said, along with “all 
other illegally detained Ukrainian 
citizens.” 

The list handed over by Poro- 
shenko includes Russian Investi- 
gative Committee chief Aleksandr 
Bastrykin, Federal Security Ser- 
vice Director Aleksandr Bortnikov, 
and Deputy Prosecutor-General 
Viktor Grin. 

The two Ukrainian citizens listed 
are Valeriy Bolotoy, who at the 
time of Savchenko’s capture was 
a separatist leader in Ukraine’s 
eastern Luhansk region, and Igor 
Plotnitsky, the region’s current sep- 
aratist leader and commander of 
the armed group that Kyiv believes 
captured Savchenko. 

Many on the list are also includ- 
ed in a similar list of 29 people that 
members of the European Parlia- 
ment handed over to EU foreign- 
policy chief Federica Mogherini 


the previous week. The Ukrainian 
list, unlike the European Parlia- 
ment’s, does not include Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

Several EU foreign ministers 
brought up the issue of Savchenko 
during a meeting in Brussels on 
March 14, but EU sources told 
RFE/RL that the desire to adopt 
new restrictive measures in the 
European Union is low at the mo- 
ment. The EU recently prolonged 
by six months asset freezes and visa 
bans imposed against 146 people 
and 37 entities from Ukraine and 
Russia the EU deems responsible 
for violating the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine. 

The EU might, however, face a 
struggle to extend economic sanc- 
tions against Russia’s banking 
and energy sector that are up for 
renewal on July 31. With that in 
mind, an EU source told RFE/RL, 
imposing new sanctions would be a 
hard sell, although the source said 
it was possible that foreign minis- 
ters could discuss the possibility of 
new sanctions when they meet in 
Luxembourg on April 18. 


legally taken to Russia, where she 
has been jailed ever since and went 
on trial in September by force. She 
has repeatedly said she will not rec- 
ognize the court or its verdict. 

At a tense hearing on March 9 
during which Savchenko raised her 
middle finger at the court, the judge 
said that he will begin announcing 
the verdict on March 21. 

Before Feigin said that the pur- 
ported letter from Poroshenko was 
a hoax, he posted what he said was 
a letter from Savchenko that she 
addressed to “Ukrainians and kind 
people around the world.” 

In it, she wrote that she would 
begin drinking water but would 
continue to refuse food. 

“T will do everything I can to save 
myself for the further struggle and 
victories for Ukraine and for the 
truth,” the handwritten letter said. 

Rights groups and Western gov- 
ernmments, including the United 
States, have called for Savchenko’s 
immediate release. 

Ukrainians protested outside 
Russian consulates in several cities 
on March 9, in some cases pelting 
the buildings with eggs and other 
objects, and police fired tear gas to 


disperse the crowd in the Black Sea 
port city of Odesa. 

Some Russians have also рго- 
tested in support of Savchenko, ac- 
cusing President Vladimir Putin’s 
government of conducting a shame- 
ful and illegal show trial. Dozens of 
demonstrators were detained by po- 
lice in Moscow on March 8. 

The German government said 
on March 9 that Savchenko’s trial 
“violates the spirit and letter of the 
Minsk agreement” — the French- 
and German-brokered | accord 
aimed to end the war in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Fighting in eastern Ukraine has 
diminished under a fragile cease- 
fire that is part of the Minsk deal, 
but the separatists still control 
parts of the Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions and other aspects of the 
accord seem far from implementa- 
tion. й 

The war followed Russia’s 
takeover of Crimea, which came 
after Ukrainian President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych was pushed from 
power by protests over his decision 
to scrap plans for a landmark deal 
with the European Union and draw 
closer to Russia instead, 


Poroshenko offers to 
swap Savchenko in 
prisoner exchange 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko has said he is ready 
to secure the release of celebrated Ukrainian pilot Nadia Savchenko 
through a prisoner exchange with Russia. 

The Russian trial of Savchenko on allegations that she aided the 2014 
killing of two Russian journalists in eastern Ukraine wrapped up on 


March 9. 


She rejects the charges and has been on a hunger strike since March 3 


to protest her detention. 


“Tf you ask me if an exchange is possible I would tell you ‘yes’ for the 
first time, using my constitutional right,” Poroshenko said in Ankara on 
March 9 after meeting with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

But he added that Russia has not come up with “any satisfactory initia- 


tive” for such a swap. 


Earlier in the day, Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharoya said talks on a prisoner exchange could not take place “in 
theory or in practice” until the verdict, which is expected on March 21. 

Savchenko’s detention and hunger strike provoked an outpouring of 
protests in Ukraine and Russia on March 9 and prompted world leaders 


to call for her immediate release. 
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Potato & Three 
Cheese 


Potato, Spinach & Feta 
Cheese 


Quick, Convenient 
Meal Solutions 


Whole Wheat Perogy Reuben 


5 CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies 
1У»07.  Saverkraut 
3 07. Corned Beef (shaved or thin sliced) 


Swiss Cheese 


Pan fry frozen CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies for 4 
— 5 minutes per side, and arrange on plate. Distribute 
sauerkraut evenly over perogies. Arrange comed beef 
evenly over the perogies and sauerkraut. Place cheese 
slices on the comed beef. Cooking options; Place in 
microwave for 40 seconds to melt the cheese or bake 
in oven at 175°C (250°F) for 10 minutes. Serve with 
Dijon mustard and pickles. 


For more recipes visit www.cheemo.com 
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Делегати і учасники провідницького семінару 


Обрано новий 
трирічний провід 
СУМУ в Канаді 


(СУМ) --26-28-го лютого 2016 р. в місті Монтреалі відбувся 
ХХХІ черговий Крайовий з'їзд Спілки української молоді (СУМ), 
на якому було призначено новий провід і визначено напрямки та 
пріоритети в роботі на наступні три роки. Були присутні пред- 
ставники таких осередків: Вінніпег, Гамільтон, Гдмонтон, Елобіко, 
Калгарі, Міссіссага, Монтреаль, Оттава, Ст.Катерине і Торонто. 

Наради в основному зосереджувалися над нагальними виклика- 
ми сьогодення, які існують і перед будь-якою неприбутковою гро- 
мадською організацією, а саме: фінансування операцій у сучасному 
світі, нове членство, осучаснення виховних програм й ефективних 
комунікацій у цифровому оточенні. Паралельно до З'їзду відбувався 
Провідницький семінар, де надійна молодь з усіх теренів мала на- 
году здобути нові знання й усвідомити ролі та якості провідника. 

Наради відбувалися в дружній атмосфері й учасники поверну- 
лися додому з новими ідеями та новою  наснагою до подальшої 
громадської праці. Крім Контрольної комісії й Товариського суду, 
обрано таких осіб до складу нової Крайової управи СУМ у Канаді: 

Тамара Татарин (Торонто), голова; Юрій Брода (Едмонтон), за- 
ступник голови «Захід» і секретар; Михайло Швець (Монтреаль), за- 
ступник голови «Схід»; Наталка Штурин (Ртобіко), голова Виховної 
ради; Маруся Шиш (Калгарі), організаційний реф.; Наталя Кардаш 
(Етобіко), реф. з питань комунікації; Данило Мусієнко (ІСалгарі), 
реф. дружинників; Роман Британ (Едмонтон), бувший голова, 

З нагоди з'їзду відбувся урочистий бенкет, присвячений 70-и-річчід 
СУМ у діяспорі. Почесним гостем був новопризначений Посол України 
в Канаді достойний Андрій Шевченко. Головну доповідь виголосив 
Президент Світового Конгресу Українців Евген Чолій, сам вихованець 
осередку СУМ у Монтреалі. Він закликав сумівську молодь користу- 
ватися всіма доступними засобами зв'язку й інформації для пошуку й 
ідентифікації явних та нюансованих форм російської дезінформації, 
а також долучатися до конче потрібної праці з перекладу ресурсних 
матеріялів на англійську мову. 

На обіді делегатів виступив Президент Конгрі су Українців Кана- 
ди, який також виріс у рядах сумівської молоді. Окресливши сучас- 
ну ситуацію в Україні, він присвятив окрему сесію найкритичнішим 
потребам допомоги з Заходу, i у зв'зку із цим скоординував та за- 
пустив у рух чотири робочі групи допомоги зі специфічними 
проєктами під назвою «Україна 2020.» 


Українська розвідка опублікувала 
список російських військових, які 
перебувають на Донбасі 


(Радіо Своода) -Українська розвідка опублікувала список та фото 
кадрових російських військових, які перебувають на окупованих 
територіях Донбасу. 

Ці дані опубліковані на сайті Головного розвідувального 
управління Міністерства оборони України. 

За даними української розвідки, 5 березня в о купований Донецьк 
прибула комісія Центру територіальних військ (Новочеркаськ, 
Росія) Південного військового округу Збройних сил Росії. 

В українській розвідці зазначають, що основне завдання комісії 
полягає у встановленні обставин розкриття реальних пріз звищ та 


посад кадрових російських гене гралів та офіцерів командної ланки. 
Російська сторонанаразі некоментувалацих заяв, проте раніше Москва 


неоднора відкидала звинувачення у підтримці проросійських 
сепаратистів на Донбасі, як про пе заявляють Захід i Україна. 


о 
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Conservatives meet Russian eae 


(UkrNews)—Rona Ambrose, 
Leader of the Official Opposition 
and Interim Leader of the 
Conservative Party, along with 
Conservative Party critics Tony 
Clement and James Bezan, met 
March 10 with Bill Browder, 
Vladimir Kara-Mirza, Zhanna 
Nemtsova, and Marcus Kolga. 

Bill Browder is an author and 
was a business partner and friend of 
Sergei Magnistky, and has become 
a champion for the prosecution of 
human rights abusers. 

Міадтіг Kara-Mirza 15 the leader 
of the Official Russian Opposition 
and survivor of ап assignation 
attempt. 

Marcus Kolga is a Canadian 
human rights advocate, focusing 
on Russia and Eastern Europe. 

Zhanna Nemtsova is the daughter 
of assassinated politician Boris 
Nemtsoyv, who opposed Vladimir 
Putin. 

Conservatives are proud to have 
met with this distinguished group 
and share their determination to 
defend human rights, they stated in 
a media release. 


Rona Ambrose with Zhanna Nemtsova 


Conservatives call on Liberals 
to state their position on Crimea 


(UkrNews)—To mark the two- 
year anniversary of the so-called 
‘referendum’ held in Crimea and 
the invasion and military occupa- 
tion of Ukraine by the Putin re- 
gime, Official Opposition Foreign 
Affairs Critic Tony Clement, and 
Defence Critic James Bezan have 
called on the Liberal government 
to clearly state that it will never 
recognize the illegal occupation of 
Crimea 

“It is deeply concerning that the 
Liberal government, in a statement 
released today, refused to repeat 
what we have been saying all along: 


that Canada will never recognize 
any part of Ukraine as Russian ter- 
ritory. Crimea is Ukraine, Donbas 
is Ukraine and they always will be. 
Canada must not waver in standing 
with our partners and allies in sup- 
port of the people of Ukraine, and 
their quest for peace and democ- 
racy,” they said in a joint statement 
issued March 16 

“We are also concerned that, in 
light of Russia’s Foreign Minister 
asking Canada to ease up on its 
support to the people of Ukraine, 
the Liberal government has sig- 
naled its intent to normalize rela- 


Russia-backed separatists 
issue ‘passports’ in Donetsk 


(RFE/RL)—Russia-backed separatists in Ukraine’s Donetsk region 
have begun issuing their own self-styled passports. 
The red documents have been issued in separatist-held parts of the 


Donetsk region since March 16. 


The first passport issued was given to Aleksandr Zakharchenko, the 


Donetsk separatist leader. 


“This document is a proof of what we were able to do, what we 


protected, and achieved,” Zakharchenko said. 


passports.” 


“We are starting to issue 


Zakharchenko said the new passports must be held by anyone who 
intends to take part in local elections yet to be scheduled. 

The documents, featuring the image of a double-headed eagle, will 
grant holders entry into Russia, he said. 

Kyiv has said the elections must be held under Ukrainian law 


tions with the Putin regime. 

“Under the former Conserva- 
tive government, sanctions related 
to Russia were enacted under the 
Special Economic Measures Act 
in direct response to Russia’s vio- 
lation of the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of Ukraine. The 
Conservative caucus encourages 
the Liberal government to keep 
these sanctions in place, in their 
entirety, until Russia ceases ag- 
gression and withdraws completely 
from Ukraine,” added Clement and 
Bezan. 
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and monitored by observers from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) — two conditions the separatists have 


EU to propose Ukraine visa liberalization 


(RFE/RL)—European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
has said Ukraine has carried out the necessary reforms for the EU to 
recommend next month that Ukrainian citizens be granted visa-free 
travel through the passport-free Schengen zone. 

During a visit to Brussels on March 17, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko told RFE/RL that it was “very positive news.” 

“We fulfilled everything,” Poroshenko told RFE/RL. “This is very 
positive news. This is a great achievement for Ukraine and I'm absolutely 
sure that this is a great achievement for the European Union because it is 
a Win-win situation for both sides.” 

“Ukraine, in the last days and hours, has undertaken huge reforms.” 
said Juncker. 
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Journalist details her 419 
days in separatist captivity 


By Anna Shamanska 

(RFE/RL)}—Ukrainian journalist Maria  Var- 
folomeyeva spent 419 days in Russia-backed separa- 
tists’ captivity in eastern Ukraine, where the 30-year- 
old woman was accused of spying. 

On March 3, the separatists exchanged her for two 
people — a Russian citizen who was fighting for the 
separatists and whom Ukraine had sentenced to 11 
years in prison, and Luhansk local Oksana Lytov- 
chenko, whom Ukraine accused of helping the sep- 
aratists. 

Three days after Varfolomeyeva’s release, Ukrain- 
ian news portal Levy Bereg spoke to the journalist 
in her hospital room in Kyiv about her detention and 
captivity, which began more than a year ago. 

Members of the Russia-backed separatist group that 
calls itself the “Luhansk People’s Republic” detained 
her outside of a residential building, which another 
journalist asked Varfolomeyeva to photograph. Think- 
ing there was no danger, Varfolomeyeva said she took 
photos of the house and tried to confirm its address 
with the people who emerged from the building. 

“They looked at me completely stunned.... ‘Come 
with us,’ they said.... They were wearing civilian 
clothes, but inside there were people with assault 
rifles... Turns out it was pretty much [the Luhansk sep- 
aratists’] general staff headquarters,” Varfolomeyeva 
said in the interview. 

Yuriy Aseyev, the journalist who purportedly asked 
her to take photos, claimed Varfolomeyeva knew well 
what the assignment was and the dangers it entailed. 
Aseyev allegedly told her not to risk her life for this. 

“I watched the video of Maria’s interrogation re- 
leased by [the separatists] and understood that she 
did exactly the opposite [from what I had told her],” 
Aseyev said in an interview with Ukraine’s Fakty 
newspaper. 

Varfolomeyeva claimed that Aseyev was lying. “He 
came to the exchange [of prisoners], but I couldn’t 
look him in the eye,” she said. “I still can’t understand 
how one could have done so.” 

After detaining and questioning Varfolomeyeva, 
the separatists found a photo of the woman wearing 
the radical organization Right Sector’s kerchief and 
showing off a business card in the Right Sector’s sig- 
nature red and black colors. Besides looking through 
her social networks, the separatists also searched her 
house and took everything, she said, “even a tent.” 

Varfolomeyeva said that at first they assured her 
that she would soon be let go. Later, however, the 
separatists’ so-called interior minister said on TV that 
they had detained a dangerous criminal — in refer- 
ence to Varfolomeyeva. 

“Tt was like a zoo that doesn’t have an elephant be- 
cause it can’t afford one, but there is a pony with fake 
ears and trunk. The unsophisticated public will eat it 


up,” the journalist said. “*Look, she has the Right Sec- 
tor symbols. It means she isn’t just a member, but a 
соогаїпаїог. 

During 419 days of captivity, the Luhansk separa- 
tists reportedly moved Varfolomeyeva frequently 
from one building to another, from one cellar to the 
next. “All the basements in [separatist-controlled 
parts of Luhansk] are mine, I’ve been everywhere,” 
she said. 

At the beginning of her captivity, Varfolomeyeva 
was often interrogated, she said. Separatists wanted 
her to give up passwords and safe houses. “I didn’t 
know anything at all. I told them, ‘I could make them 
up, if you want, I could confess to murdering Ken- 
nedy,’” she said. 

The separatists used psychological pressure, but 
Varfolomeyeva didn’t mention any physical torture. 
“They would put a gun to my head, to my knee, these 
huge men, and would start shouting that they will 
cripple me. They didn’t shoot. But the threats with the 
gun were very realistic,” she said. 

In time, however, she said, their attitudes toward 
her changed significantly. “When one exchange fell 
through, then the other, they told me: ‘Don’t worry, 
everything will be alright. Hang on.’ They couldn't 
find the right words, but they tried, surprisingly,” she 
said. 

The separatists would tell Varfolomeyeva that shc 
had “resort conditions” in her captivity. “As if, when 
you don’t get beaten up, that’s a resort,” she said. 

Many of her cellmates, however, weren’t so lucky. 

Fighters from the group’s security arm claimed not 
to beat people up, Varfolomeyeva said. “But those 
who left for interrogations would come back with 
broken ribs, hematomas. The halls were just ‘very 
slippery; people fell,’” she said she was told. 

The separatists tortured some captives by attaching 
generators to their ears, Varfolomeyeva said. “They 
call it ‘phoning [U.S. President Barack] Obama.’” 

While in captivity, Varfolomeyeva tried to keep her- 
self busy, including by studying French, Italian, and 
German, and read books that her father sent her. She 
was not allowed to go outside except to be moved. 

“Tf I calculate how much time [ spent outside in a 
year — it would be about 24 hours,” she said. 

Varfolomeyeva is reportedly recovering in the cap- 
ital, Kyiv. In the Bereg interview, she said she was 
unsure about what to do next. 

But the sam» day the conversation was published, 
Varfolomeyeva was said to have been offered a job at 
one of the biggest Ukrainian TV channels, 1+1, The 
anchor of the evening news made the announcement 
on air. 

“We are proud to call our colleague a person who 
wasn’t broken by militants’ cellars, who betrayed nei- 
ther her principles nor her country in the ordeal.” 


Coe says it’s too early to 
reinstate Russia into IAAF 


(RFE/RL)—The president 


of says Russia should not be reinstat- 


It laid down a series of criteria for 
the Russians to meet before they can 
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ed at this time. 

Sebastian Coe, president of the 
International Association of Athlet- 
ics Federations (IAAF), said at a 
meeting of the body in Monaco on 
March 11 that it needs more time 
to investigate Russian antidoping 
progress. 

Coe said the IAAF will hold an- 
other council meeting in May to 
make a final decision on whether 
Russia will be readmitted in time 
for the Summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro in August. 

Russian athletics chief Mikhail 
Вшоу told TASS news agency that 
the IAAF has ruled that Moscow 
has not yet met all the conditions 
for eradicating doping before a 
global ban on Russian athletes tak- 
ing part in athletics competitions 
can be lifted. 

The IAAF suspended Russia in 
November after an independent re- 
port detailed systematic corruption 
and doping cover-ups in the country. 


be eligible for readmission. 

Recently, a documentary on the 
German ТМ channel ARD said 
Russia had made little progress on 
reform, that coaches banned for 
doping were still operating in the 
country, and officials newly in- 
stalled as part of the clean-up were 
tipping off athletes ahead of drugs 
tests. 

Coe on March 11 also identified 
five countries he said need to pay 
urgent attention to the state of their 
drug-testing systems. 

He said Ukraine, Belarus, and 
Kenya “need to get compliant by 
the end of the year.” 

He also said that Ethiopia and 
Morocco need a robust testing pro- 
gram put into place. 

The countries face no immedi- 
ate sanctions and none of them is 
in any immediate danger of being 
banned from athletics or missing 
the Olympics, Coe said. 
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Galician emigration focus of 
50" annual Shevchenko lecture 


Theme linked to the 125" anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada 


(UkrNews)—Bad living condi- 
tions, the lack of land and the wi- 
despread poverty were the main 
causes of the mass immigration 
from the Austrian province of Gali- 
cia to North America in the late ni- 
neteenth century, said the guest lec- 
turer at the 50" annual Shevchenko 
lecture held at the University of 
Alberta, March 11. 

Well over one million people left 
Galicia between 1880 and 1914 for 
America. This includes Ukrainians, 
Poles, Jews and also Germans, to 
name just the most important and 
numerous ethnic groups, explained 
Austrian writer Martin Pollack. 

It was this mass emigration 
which led so many Ukrainians 
to Canada, starting in 1891. This 
year marks the 125" anniversary 
of Ukrainian settlement and it was 
this anniversary that served as the 
theme for this year’s lecture, co- 
sponsored by the Canadian Institu- 
te of Ukrainian Studies at the U of 
A and the Ukrainian Professional 
and Business Club of Edmonton. 

The mass emigration was an am- 
biguous experience for the Ukraini- 
an village. Since it was most often 
energetic and enterprising young 
people, in the first phase usually 
young men, who ventured abroad 
in search of a better life, emigrati- 
on entailed a significant brain drain. 
Many had to sell their houses and 
fields to pay for the voyage, and 
these were often bought up by outsi- 
ders, compromising the solidarity of 
the village. Quite often, emigration 
also divided families: men who went 
abroad and women who remained at 
home found new partners. 

But emigration was also a great 
opportunity for poor Ukrainian 
peasants. Confronted with unfa- 
miliar (and sometimes daunting) 
experiences, such as travelling by 
ship, they overcame their fears 
and gained self-confidence. Many 
emigrants returned to Galicia after 
a few years with money they had 
earned and now invested at home. 

They built new houses or moderni- 
zed their old ones; they bought land 

the main aim for many — and 
animals, or even machinery. North 
American earnings often allowed 
returnees to marry and start a fa- 
mily. They also brought back fresh 
ideas and attitudes, as well as a new 
work ethic. In most Galician villa- 
ges there were no clocks, not even 
on the church tower, so people told 
time by the sun. In North America, 
emigrants learned time and work 
management and mastered new 
methods in agriculture, the use of 
machinery, and other skills. 

“Emigration in the late nine- 
teenth and early twentieth century 
had on the whole a positive impact 
on the Galician village. It helped 
to improve the economic situa- 
tion of the villagers and, maybe 
even more importantly, raised their 
consciousness and self-confidence. 
It helped to spread knowledge and 
paved the way for new ideas. And 
it also played an important role in 
the finding of a national identity. 
Emigration also had its dark sides, 
of course, but the positive influ- 
ence outweighs them. Emigration, 

in short, was mostly a blessing and 

not a curse. This is also true for 
the countries receiving those emi- 
grants. They were a blessing and 
the country profited enormously 


Martin Pollack 


from them,” he noted. 

Emigration to Canada and the 
United States differed greatly. Most 
emigrants to the United States left 
to work as labourers in the coal mi- 
nes and steel mills of Pennsylvania 
and often returned with the dollars 
they had earned, but emigrants to 


Canada, lured by the promise of 


free land settled permanently on 
their homesteads. 

The emigrants faced numerous 
challenges, none the least of which 
were unscrupulous agents who ex- 
ploited them. 

“Emigrants were treated like 
cargo — and they were loaded 
accordingly like bundles and cra- 
tes into the steerage of ever big- 
ger (and faster) ocean liners. Thus 
emigration became business, big 
business, making many people 
rich. Some major agents were com- 
missioned by governments, for in- 
stance, from Brazil or Argentina to 
send a given number of emigrants 
— for instance one million in ten 
years (to Brazil) — to their coun- 
try where they were badly needed 
as settlers or workers. Sometimes 
the emigrants did not even know 
where they were being taken — 


and as they had no knowledge of 


geography it was easy for agents 
to mislead them. One agent from 
Hamburg sent a load of Rutheni- 
ans, Ukrainians, who wanted to 
go to Canada to Hawaii instead to 
work on plantations, and this was 
not the only such case. The same 
thing happened in 1899 to 350 Po- 
lish workers who were sent from 
Bremen to Hawaii where they were 
treated like slaves,” stated Pollack. 

Galicia was a predominately ru- 
ral province with not much indu- 
чу to speak of. Overpopulation, 
combined with backward agricul- 
tural techniques and small land 
holdings, mostly smaller than five 
hectares, led to endemic famine 
which year after year caused many 
thousand deaths among the rural 
population. It remained the most 
underdeveloped and poorest pro- 
vince until the end of the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire in 1918. Howe- 
ver, it would be a simplification to 
draw the conclusion that Galician 
misery, the poor living conditions, 
the poverty and hunger, the lack 
of work, the ох erpopulation, the 
division of rural property in eve 
smaller land holdings that were of- 
ten not big enougt feed a famil 
were the only causes for 


on, said Pollack. 
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taught for generations that they had 
to listen to the local big landowner 
and representative of the state, main- 
ly the gendarme whose words had 
for many years been the gospel. But 
this changed in the late nineteenth 
century. Even poor peasants learnt 
that they had certain rights, they 
took part in election campaigns and 
meetings and they no longer auto- 
matically voted for the candidate 
of the local landowner but rather 
for one who was protecting the 
peasants’ interests. Ukrainian can- 
didates travelled through the coun- 
try encouraging people to fight for 
their rights, Ukrainian newspapers, 
reading-clubs (Prosvita) and other 
organizations like loan associations 
or national insurance companies hel- 
ped to further the development of a 
new consciousness,” he explained. 

Martin Pollack, born in Bad 
Hall, Austria, in 1944, studied Sla- 
vic literature and East European 
history. He worked as an editor for 
Der Spiegel (Hamburg) until 1998 
and is now a freelance writer and 
translator. His German-language 
books include Charged with Patri- 
cide (2002), The Dead Man in the 
Bunker: Discovering my Father 
(2004, English translation 2006), 
From Minsk to Manhattan: Polish 
Reports (edited collection, 2006), 
Why Did They Shoot the Stanis- 
lavs? (2008), The Emperor of 
America (2010), and Contaminated 
Landscapes (2014). The last two 
books, as well as The Dead Man 
in the Bunker, have been transla- 
ted into Ukrainian. A translation of 
Pollack’s most recent book, Gali- 
cia, will appear in 2016. 
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Львівщина опановує сонячну енергію 


«Самбірська сонячна станція» на Львівщині збільшує свої потужності 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Єдина потужна у Західній Україні сонячна 
електростанція працює на Львівщині у селі Ралівка 
Самбірського району. Почали її будівництво у 2012 
році. Це не лише альтернативне джерело енергети- 
ки, від такого підприємства має зиск громада. 

Сонячна станція 0 розташовується Ha / по- 
над 20 гектарах землі, яка не придатна для 
сільськогосподарського виробництва. До того ж, цю 
ділянку час відчасу водами підтоплює річка Дністер. 
У 2012 році громада села дозволила будівництво 
сонячної станції, віддавши в оренду на 49 років зе- 
мельну ділянку. Хоча на початках людям довелось 
пояснювати про ефективність сонячної станції, про 
те, що вона цілком екологічно безпечна. Станція 
складається з 20 тисяч сонячних панелей найкращої 
якості. Технологія сонячної електростанції дуже 
проста - панелі з фотоелементами перетворюють 
енергію сонця у постійний струм, який інвертор 
(силовий генератор змінного струму) трансформує 
на змінний і передає в єдину енергосистему. 

«Тут подається напруга в інвертор від сонячної 
батареї, де вони послідовно з'єднані між собою. 
З інвертора трансформується у змінну енергію. 
Трансформаторна підстанція формує 0,4 кіловата 
у 10 кіловольт. Кабельною лінією з підстанції 
струм йде на трансформаторну підстанцію ТП -5 
Львівської залізниці, звідти - на енергоринок», — 
каже Тарас Федак, заступник директора з розвитку 
підприємства «Самбірська сонячна станція». 

Чим більше сонця, тим більше виробляється 
електроенергії. До того ж, фахівці експерименту- 
ють, зокрема, з кутом нахилу сонячних батарей, 
щоб домогтись оптимальної їхньої роботи. 

«За минулий рік ми виробили 4,5 мільйона 
кіловат годин. Цього року збільшили вдвічі 
потужності. За 2 місяці цього року, січень-лютий, 
виробили приблизно 350 тисяч кіловат годин», 
- товорить Юрій Бучко, юрист підприємства 
«Самбірська сонячна станція». 

Увесь Самбірський район, утому числі і місто 
Самбір, у рік споживає 120 мільйонів кіловат 
електроенергії. Щоб ця місцевість отримува- 
ла повністю електроенергію з альтернативно- 
го джерела, потрібно було б більше десяти со- 


нячних станцій. Будівництво досить дороге. 
У «Самбірську сонячну станцію» вкладено 10 
мільйонів євро інвестицій. Спершу залучили кош- 
ти українського підприємця i чеського інвестора. 
На сьогодні головний інвестор - сім'я Козицьких 
з Львівщини. 

Щомісяця у місцевий бюджет Самбірського рай- 
ону надходить 80 тисяч гривень від «Самбірської 
сонячної станції». А ФРалівська сільська рада 
отримує до 350 тисяч гривень за оренду землі. 
Для порівняння, бюджет сільради, а це три села і 
один хутір, де проживає приблизно 8 тисяч людей, 
становить у рік один мільйон сто тисяч гривень. 
З них 35% - кошти від сонячної станції. А ще на 
ній працює 35 людей. Підприємство спонсорує і 
різні заходи у селі, розповідає сільський голова 
Ралівської сільради Тарас Андрейко. 

«Якщо б не було цієї сонячної станції, нам 
би грошей вистачило лише на утримання апа- 
рату сільради, На інші цілі ми б не мали коштів. 
Ці гроші виручають, бо можемо щось зробити, 
Плануємо облаштувати цього року роздягальні 
біля стадіону, відремонтувати школу, поліклініку», 
- зауважив сільський голова. 

Однак далеко не всі селяни знають, на що саме 
скеровуються гроші, отримані з оренди землі, У 
селі не облаштовані автобусні зупинки, немає тро- 
туарних доріжок, сходи у сільську раду оббиті та 
й саме приміщення потребує ремонту. Сільська 
молодь мріє про гарний стадіон. Бо в селі є три 
футбольні команди. 

«Є стадіон, але він не облаштований. З одно- 
го боку є поламані місця для сидіння, з іншого 
- немає. Треба нам прийти у сільраду і таки до- 
могтись, щоб це було зроблено», - говорить меш- 
канець села Володимир. 

Аби станція окупилась, потрібно щонайменше 
10 років, адже доводиться віддавати банківський 
кредит. Жодних пільгових кредитів для вироб- 
ництва альтернативної енергії немає. 

Нині власники приватних будинків можуть ви- 
робляти і продавати сонячну електроенергію. Чи- 
мало людей встановили сонячні станції на дахах 
своїх хат. В Україні торік налічувалось 244 малі 
сонячні станції у приватних будинках. 


Порошенко ветував закон щодо 
декларацій високопосадовців 


(Радіо Свобода) Президент застосував право 
вето до закону «Про внесення змін до деяких за- 
конодавчих актів України щодо особливостей по- 
дання службовими особами декларацій про майно, 
доходи, витрати і зобов'язання фінансового харак- 
теру у 2016 році» і направив його до Верховної 
Ради України з пропозиціями, погодженими з 
Євросоюзом. Про це увечері 12 березня повідомляє 
офіційний сайт голови держави. 

«Я прийняв рішення, що заветую Закон, який 
сьогодні надійшов з парламенту 1 подаю зако- 
нопроект від імені президента, який визначаю 
як невідкладний i прошу парламент розглянути 
його у вівторок», - повідомив Петро Порошенко 
під час зустрічі з представниками громадських 
організацій щодо обговорення запровадження си- 
стеми електронного декларування. 

Порошенко зазначив, що пропозиції, розроблені 
Адміністрацією президента 1 громадянським 
суспільством, підтримав Євросоюз. Відповідний 
лист з висновками за підписами двох єврокомісарів 
- комісара з питань європейської політики 
сусідства та перемовин із розширення Иоганне- 
са Хана та комісара з питань міграції, внутрішніх 
справ і громадянства Дімітріса Аврамопулоса го- 
лова держави отримав увечері 12 березня. 

Президент повідомив, що серед основних 
змін, які пропонуються, є зобов'язання всіх 
високопосадовців подати електронні декларації 
в 2016 році. Так само у цьому запроваджується 
кримінальна відповідальність за значні порушен- 
ня у декларуванні. Петро Порошенко наголосив, 
що цей документ допоможе Україні продовжити 
боротьбу з корупцією. 

Президент закликав народних депутатів 
підтримати новий законопроект на засіданні 
Верховної Ради 15 березня. 

Як заявив раніше цього тижня голова Верховної 
Ради України Володимир Гройсман, парламент 

наступного пленарного тижня розгляне, серед 
іншого, законодавчі зміни, спрямовані на виконан- 
ня плану дій лібералізації Європейським союзом 
візового режиму для України. 

Запровадження електронного декларування чи- 
новниками є однією з умов, яку Україна мала ви- 


конати для запровадження безвізового режиму з 
Євросоюзом. Тим часом у ЄС уже багато разів 3a- 
являли, що й нинішня версія закону не відповідає 
ні міжнародним стандартам, ні вимогам, виконан- 
ня яких було передумовою візової лібералізації. 

9 березня Європейська комісія запропонува- 
ла зняти візові вимоги для громадян Грузії для 
короткотермінових подорожей до «шенгену», 
але не зробила такої пропозиції щодо України, як 
сподівалися раніше. Як заявив тоді єврокомісар 
із питань міграції, внутрішніх справ 1 громадян- 
ства Дімітріс Аврамопулос, «ми й далі позитив- 
но працюємо над тим, щоб внести й Україну до 
безвізового списку наступними місяцями». 

Таким чином, Європейський союз, який уже 
раніше в принципі ухвалив рішення надати 
українцям у майбутньому безвізовий режим, 
констатувавши 18 грудня 2015 року виконання 
Україною технічних критеріїв для запроваджен- 
ня безвізового режиму для короткотермінових 
поїздок її громадян, як i очікували останнім часом, 
відклав термін остаточного затвердження ухва- 
ли, роз'єднавши ці терміни для Грузії 1 України, 
хоча спершу були сподівання, що обом країнам 
безвізовий режим нададуть разом. 

Причиною є те, що Україна так і не виконала всіх 
своїх зобов'язань, у першу чергу шодо бороть- 
би з корупцією, які мала виконати для отриман- 
ня безвізового режиму. Серед таких невиконаних 
зобов'язань - закон про електронне декларування 
статків державних службовців, що ухвалений у 
вигляді, який суперечить вимогам Євросоюзу, чи 
той факт, що в Україні досі не працює Національне 
агентство з протидії корупції. 

На надання Україні безвізового режиму до країн- 
членів Європейського союзу очікували спершу 
з другої половини 2015 року, а потім із початку 
нинішнього, 2016 року, потім із середини 2016-го, 
потім принаймні з кінця року. Останнім часом у ЄС 
говорять уже про початок 2017 року як термін мож- 
ливого реального запровадження безвізового режи- 
му для українців. Та, з іншого боку, у Брюсселі при- 
пускають, що наступними місяцями Україну можуть 
знову об'єднати в цьому процесі з Грузією, якщо 
Київ таки виконає необхідні умови. 
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Condoleezza Rice, Barack 
Obama and Ukraine 


By Brian Bonner, Editor, Kyiv Post, March 13, 2016 

Two great Americans who are also trailblazing AE 
rican-Americans, and hence even greater sources of 
pride for citizens like me, revealed their thoughts on 
Ukraine this month. 

One got the situation — and the message — more 
right than wrong. 

The other one got both more wrong than right. 

U.S. President Barack Obama, the first black Amer- 
ican president, got my support for two terms in office. 

George W. Bush, the president that Condoleezza 
Rice served as America’s second black and second fe- 
male U.S. secretary of state, never got my vote. 

But on the issue of Ukraine, Obama will go down in 
history as badly mistaken while Rice will be seen as 
largely correct. 

It looks increasingly likely that this president will 
not even come to Ukraine during his time in office, 
which I find appalling given Ukraine’s brave revo- 
jution against a tyrant and its even braver defense 
against Russia’s war. 

The last three presidents of America have made it to 
Ukraine in the last 25 years. 

In 1991, George H.W. Bush delivered his “Chicken 
Kiev” speech in Kyiv, remarks written by Rice, just 
before the Soviet Union collapsed. 

In 1995, Bill Clinton made it to Kyiv. 

And, in 2008, George W. Bush also made the jour- 
ney. 

And Obama? He’s going to Cuba this month. The 
closest he may get to Ukraine this year is Poland. 

His disappointing policy was made public in the 
current issue of The Atlantic after a series of inter- 
views with Jeffrey Goldberg. 

“Putin acted in Ukraine in response to a client state 
that was about to slip out of his grasp. And he impro- 
vised in a way to hang on to his control there.” Obama 
told Goldberg. “Real power means you can get what 
you want without having to exert violence. Russia was 
much more powerful when Ukraine looked like an in- 
dependent country but was a kleptocracy that he could 
pull the strings on.” 

One need not go any further than the “client-state” 
reference to understand that Obama is reading Ukraine 
incorrectly. 

Ukraine certainly suffered centuries of Russian 
domination under czarist and Soviet regimes, but the 
nation has been decisively moving for the last three 
years to reduce its military, political and economic de- 
pendence on Moscow. In fact, many Ukrainian histor- 
ians would argue that national independence has been 
the aspiration of most Ukrainians during centuries of 
Kremlin repression, 

As Goldberg writes: “Obama’s theory here is sim- 
ple: Ukraine is a core Russian interest but vulnerable 
to military domination by Russia no matter what we 
do.” 

And Obama delivers this straw-man argument, one 
of many that lead his critics to call him “Obummer” 
and to look forward to Jan. 20, 2017, telling The At- 
lantic: “Now, if there is somebody in this town that 
would claim that we would consider going to war with 
Russia over Crimea and eastern Ukraine, they should 
speak up and be very clear about it.” 

No one has suggested that the United States go to 
war with Russia over Ukraine. 

What many credible voices have suggested — Rice 
among them — is that the United States should supply 
Ukraine with better weapons. Others also favor more 
generous financial aid and more extensive military 
training. 

More support would enable this great nation of 45 
million people to reduce its vulnerability in Russia’s 
two-year war, during which nearly 10,000 people 
have been killed and 7 percent of Ukraine’s territory 
lost while hundred of kilometers of eastern border are 
erased. 

Obama will go down in history as the president who 
failed to defend American commitments to Ukrain- 
lan Sovereignty. He should know better. As a junior 
senator from Illinois, he visited Ukraine in 2005 and 
pushed for legislation to destroy much of the na- 
tion’s conventional weaponry stockpiles, coming 
after Ukraine surrendered nuclear weapons under the 
terms of the 1994 Budapest Memorandum for which 
Ukraine received guarantees of sovereignty from the 
United States, Great Britain and Russia. 

This president has profoundly misjudged the situa- 
tion, abdicating leadership to a Europe that he knows 
will not lead. 

Ukraine needed weapons and a Marshall Plan, bil- 
lions of dollars in financial aid that would get spent 
under the strictest controls, since Ukraine’s political 
leaders cannot be trusted to spend money in the public 
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Condoleezza Rice, the former U.S. secretary of state, 
speaks to 300 people at the Diplomatic Academy in 
Kyiv on March 9. She came at the invitation of the 
Victor Pinchuk Foundation. 


interest on their own. Obama instead gave $500 mil- 
lion in aid and $2 billion in loan guarantees. 

When Russia deserved Iran-style sanctions, Obama 
and Europe delivered up soft ones that looked strong- 
er because of the collapse in oil and natural gas prices, 
Russia’s main export. 

When Ukraine needed the strong moral support that 
only a visit by a U.S. president can deliver, Obama 
sent U.S. Vice President Joseph Biden, basically tell- 
ing the world he doesn’t care because Ukraine is part 
of Russia’s sphere of influence. (Given the weak hand 
that Obama is dealing out on Ukraine, American dip- 
lomacy under U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey R. Pyatt has 
been valiant.) 

Rice returned to Kyiv on March 9 at the invitation 
of billionaire oligarch Victor Pinchuk who, based on 
estimates of the former secretary of state’s speaking 
fees, paid her at least $150,000 for the day. (That’s the 
amount she received from my alma mater, the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, for a speech in 2014 and I doubt 
that Pinchuk got a discount.) 

Rice delivered a lecture and answered questions 
from students at the Diplomatic Academy of Ukraine 
in Kyiv. She’s a dynamic speaker who showed she’s 
up to speed on the situation in Ukraine. 

She has long favored supplying Ukraine with lethal 
defensive weapons as a way to contain Russian ag- 
gression. She also favors the continuation of econom- 
ic sanctions against the Kremlin and the strengthening 
of NATO allies, particularly the three vulnerable Bal- 
tic states that were part of the Soviet Union. 

She sees Obama’s isolation, or passivity, as a natural 
reaction to Americans’ weariness with the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, waged during Bush’s presidency. 
While Rice has admitted that the Bush administration 
made many mistakes, she remains proud of the ad- 
ministration’s defense of freedom globally. 

The next president, Rice predicts, will have to be 
more active on the international stage because, dur- 
ing the Obama years, Russia and China have become 
more assertive while no other democracy has stepped 
up to fill the void of America’s retreat. “We under- 
stand why we have to lead,” she said. 

While the U.S. relationship with Russia is compli- 
cated, she said, America and the West cannot allow 
Russia to threaten other nations and erase borders like 
in Crimea and in easter Ukraine. She believes that 
the return of Crimea is not a hopeless prospect if the 
free world stands firm, especially considering the arc 
of history since World War П. 

But most of Rice’s talk was a civics lesson aimed at 
encouraging Ukrainians to defend their independence, 
take control of their democracy and hold their leaders 
accountable. Ukrainians have to make Ukraine work 
if they hope to be taken seriously by the rest of the 
world, she said. 

She scolded Ukraine’s leaders, saying they need to 
deliver results and serve the public interest — not cor- 
rupt self-interests. But she also put the onus on ordin- 
ary citizens. 

“You have had three revolutions in 25 years,” Rice 
said. “It’s time to govern. Do this also for all of those 
who came before you, who fought for the day when 
Ukraine would become independent and democratic. 
You owe it to them. You owe it to yourselves. And 
you owe it to future generations to make sure that this 
democracy does not fail.” 
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Russian ‘former fascist’ says 
Moscow orchestrated war 


By Carl Schreck and Dmitry Volchek 

(RFE/RL)—In early March 2014, veteran Russian 
ultranationalist Anton Rayevsky stood near a dem- 
onstration in St. Petersburg against Moscow’s force- 
ful annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula that 
was under way at the time. He held a placard that 
read: “Russians support sending Russian troops to 
Ukraine.” 

“T will fight. Го not scared,” the self-described for- 
mer “fascist,” who has a partially erased Adolf Hitler 
tattoo on his left arm, told a journalist who asked him 
about his one-man protest. 

In the months that followed, Rayevsky made good 
on this vow. He and a group of fellow national- 
ists joined Russia-backed separatists to fight Kyiv’s 
forces in a war that has since killed more than 9,100 
people in eastern Ukraine. 

And while says he never saw the regular Russian 
troops he had called for during his picket in St. Peters- 
burg, it was crystal-clear to Rayevsky that the Russian 
military was orchestrating the separatist forces — and 
arming them. 

"І can say with absolute certainty that all of the 
mid- and high-level commanders — from the battal- 
ion to the brigades — were Russian advisers. All of 
the military equipment we had, all of the weapons: It 
was all from Russia,” Rayevsky, 30, told RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service in a recent interview. 

Rayevsky’s specific claims about his time fight- 
ing with separatists in eastern Ukraine could not be 
independently verified. But they are consistent with 
a broad array of evidence of the Russian military’s 
direct involvement in the conflict. Kyiv, the United 
States, the European Union, and NATO have accused 
the Kremlin of providing weapons, personnel, train- 
ing, and cash to the separatists since the war erupted 
in eastern Ukraine in April 2014. 

Moscow has repeatedly rejected the allegations, 
often claiming that only Russian “volunteers” — 
among them Russian soldiers purportedly on leave 
— have fought against the Ukrainian military. In De- 
cember, President Vladimir Putin suggested that there 
were Russian military personnel carrying out orders 
in Ukraine — but still insisted there were no “regular 
Russian troops” there. The Kremlin later walked back 
his remarks, saying Putin was referring to volunteers. 

Evidence against Putin’s claim includes accounts 
by soldiers to media, funerals for Russian servicemen 
in their hometowns, and indications of involvement 
by regular Russian troops at key points in the conflict 
such as the summer of 2014 and the fighting for De- 
baltseve early in 2015. 

Rayevsky, who says he now regrets that he took up 
arms in the war, disputes the Kremlin’s version of the 
status of Russian combatants in the conflict. 

“Active Russian [military] advisers, trainers, Rus- 
sian military equipment — all of that is there,” he 
says. “With regards to actual soldiers, I didn’t see 
them. I think they are limited groups that are deployed 
in [the southern Russian city of] Rostov-on-Don and 
ready to move to any hot spot when called upon.” 

Rayevsky says he was recruited to fight in Ukraine 
by a group that claims the mantle of the Russian All- 
Military Union, an anti-Bolshevik White Army émi- 
оте organization founded in 1924. On June 23, 2014, 
he says, he and his unit of about 10 fighters arrived in 
the city of Slovyansk, then held by the separatists but 
recaptured the following month by Kyiv’s forces. 

It was there, Rayevsky says, that he met separatist 
commander Igor Girkin, also known as Strelkov, a 
Russian who said last year that he was a colonel in 
Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB). 

“Strekloy-Girkin shook each of our hands, thanked 
us for being Russian volunteers who came to fight.... 
They gave us weapons, loaded us into a car, and 
shipped us to the front,” he says. 

Rayevsky says he ultimately went on to command 
a motorized-rifie platoon, holding the rank of lieuten- 
ant with the forces of the separatists who hold part of 
eastern Ukraine’s Luhansk region. 

Throughout his six-month stint with the separatists, 
he says, he repeatedly encountered Russian military 
officers. 

He says that in the town of Debaltseve, which was 
also recaptured by Ukraine in July 2014 but changed 
hands again in February 2015, when the separatists 
continued a major offensive despite a new cease-fire 
deal, he met with a battalion commander nicknamed 
"Масреїе 7 

“It м 


the battalion commander Machete 
so some gray cardinal, the 
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official battalion commander — an active Russian 
serviceman,” Rayevsky says. 

The battalion commanders in the separatist forces 
in both the Luhansk and Donetsk regions were “active 
Russian military officers,” he adds. 

“Russian advisers are the direct commanders on the 
ground and create the military rhythm of the whole 
machine,” Rayevsky says. 

He adds that he had already returned to Russia by 
the time separatists launched the major offensive to 
retake Debaltseve in early 2015, a push that Washing- 
ton said was carried out by “separatist forces acting in 
concert with Russian forces.” 

“Maybe in local conflicts [separatists] participate 
directly and give orders, but in general the battalions 
are tracked, controlled, and given orders by Russian 
military advisers, who in turn get their orders, of 
course, from Moscow,” Rayevsky says. 

While fighting has eased substantially since Sep- 
tember, each side accuses the other of frequent cease- 
fire violations. This has dimmed prospects for the full 
implementation of the Minsk II peace accord signed 
in February 2015, which calls for the withdrawal of 
foreign fighters and the restoration of Ukrainian con- 
trol over the border that Kyiv says Russian forces 
have streamed across during the conflict. 

Rayevsky places the lion’s share of the blame on 
Russia for “unleashing this war” but says “some pol- 
iticians and security services in Ukraine are complicit 
as well in heating this war up.” 

“The war should definitely be ended, and no more 
blood of the people of Donbas should be spilled,” he 
says, referring to the region of eastern Ukraine where 
the bulk of the fighting has taken place. 

He says he hopes that by speaking out he can “warn 
others so that they don’t buy into this bacchanalia, 
this propaganda.” 

"Ріо warning others now not to participate,” he 
says. “That’s the first thing. Second, I am divulging 
the role of these rah-rah patriotic organizations that 
are on the Kremlin’s payroll so that people don’t buy 
into their propaganda.” 

Rayevsky says he was aghast at the rampant alco- 
hol abuse and perilous lack of discipline in the separa- 
tist ranks. “This was an epidemic of drunkenness not 
only on the base, but on the battlefield and the front 
lines, when the regular Ukrainian Army on the front 
line was a kilometer away from us,” he says. 

He says that after fighting for six months, he decid- 
ed to leave as quickly as possible after “some officers 
in our battalion accused me of supposedly shooting at 
our own positions.” 

Before he fought alongside the separatists, Rayev- 
sky was kicked out of Ukraine for participating in an 
antigovernment rally in Odesa — where anti-Kyiv 
activists widely believed to have been supported by 
Moscow held demonstrations but never seized terri- 
tory like those in Donbas. 

Rayevsky says his decision to speak publicly about 
his stint fighting with the separatists is also driven in 
part because investigators in his hometown of Oryol, 
360 kilometers southwest of Moscow, recently desig- 
nated him as a witness in a case linked to incitement 
of hatred. 

He fears he could become a suspect in the case 
and believes that speaking out about his experience 
in eastern Ukraine, where he was wounded in battle, 
could help him avoid prosecution or prison. 

Rayevsky says he has disavowed his earlier neo- 
Nazi ideology, and now considers himself a “Russian 
Orthodox monarchist.” Asked, however, if he still be- 
lieves minorities — including Jews — are the main 
enemies of Russia, he replies, “If [I am] to be honest, 
then yes.” 

The Hitler tattoo has been remade into that of a 
Roman warrior, he says, but he doesn’t get offended 
“if they call me a fascist.” 

Rayevsky says his Nazi-themed skin art prompted 
suspicion and confusion among locals, including sep- 
aratists, during his time in eastern Ukraine. Russia, 
after all, has persistently portrayed the ouster of for- 
mer President Viktor Yanukovych as a coup carried 
out by a fascist junta. 

“You start to explain that you’ re a Russian national- 
ist who came here to fight for Novorossia, for Russian 
people,” Rayevsky says, using а tsarist-era term that 
was embraced by Putin in 2014 and refers to most of 
eastern and southern Ukraine. 

“They say: ‘What Russians? We’re Ukrainians. 
What Novorossia? We want to live autonomously 
from both Russia and Ukraine.” 
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BC Ukrainian Cultural Festival 


ints & Crafts 


May 7th, 2016 from 9:00am - 6:30pm 


Dance, Music, Food, 


Clarke Theatre: Located at the Heritage Park Secondary School 
33700 Prentis Ave Mission, BC 
stor 1071 
Adults & Seniors - $8.00 
ay Youth (7-18 years) - $5.00 
Children (6 and under) - $1.00 


| Admission: 
Куйка of Surrey pose with the Hopak trophy, the most prestigious of the Festival з 


inquiries please email: info@bcucf.ca 
Website: www.beucica 


Be 
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Preparations underway for - 


BC’s largest Ukrainian festival 


By Gord Yakimow 

The 215: annual BC Ukrainian 
Cultural Festival will take place on 
Saturday, May 7, 2016, at the Clarke 


~ 
Theatre in Mission, BC, about an “The Festival will feature a ka- Рай ial 
hour’s drive east of Vancouver. leidoscope of exciting and energetic З й й. 
Last year’s Festival involved dances, colourful costumes, live я 91 ICT Or ( чі | м 
over 300 performers in troupes musical groups, booths with Ukrain- ЯМ 5 yt f ї 
from Vancouver, Richmond, Sur- ian arts and crafts ... and a kitchen 78 «Її с Й че 
rey, Victoria, Seattle, Comox, Ke- with good Ukrainian soul food,” A edt is 1 М | і; б 
lowna, Kamloops, Vernon, Prince explained Glenna Nychyporuk, 
George, Abbotsford, and the host president of the BC Ukrainian Cul- a Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
city, Mission, tural Festival Society, chair of the es ae inte and let the whole world both visible and invisible, keep 
“When we started this 20 years Festival organizing committee, and a Dae a 5 ЕЕ з зо осі ЛЬ ae d a 
ago, we never dreamed that it parent of four children, all of whom is ae Жив у festival: For Christ із risen, our eternal joy. 
would grow this large,” said Gladys have performed at the Festival. “Itis gl й «я» from the CANON oF РА5СНА и 
Andreas, originator of the Festival. the showcase for Ukrainian culture | bat 
“When the Hopak comes on, the іп British Columbia.” I М Р - fon th 
festival theatre goes wild.” Performances begin at 8:30 AM | 4 The Ukrainian Catholic University and the 
Andreas, who has been recog- and extend throughout the day. | Джо Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation wish 
nized nationally for her contribu- Highlights will involve the “Pry- you much happiness during this joyous time. 
tion to Ukrainian culture in Can- vit” (traditional Ukrainian wel- ря і hae 
ada (by the Ukrainian Canadian come dance), scheduled for approx oS May the miracle of this Easter season bless 


Congress, the governing body of 


all Ukrainian activities in Canada), 
and internationally (by the Govern- 
ment of Ukraine), was the official 
“hospodynia” (hostess) for last 
year’s Festival. And as a bonus, 


she and her Ukrainian Prairie Band 
were one of several musical groups 
performing at various locations 
throughout the venue. 


2:00 PM, and the “Hopak” (the na- 
tional dance of Ukraine, and each 
troupe’s showcase performance), 
scheduled for approx 5:00 PM. 

At Festival 2015, the Vancouver 
troupe Dovbush unseated Barvinok 
a - 


of Seattle for the best “Pryvit,” and 
Kvitka of Surrey claimed the tro- 
phy for the best “Hopak.” 


Sponsored by the B.C. Ukrainian Cultural Festival Society 


A non-profit organization 


your heart, your home and those you love! 


Visit us on the web at www.ucef. ca 
or call us at 1-866-871-8007 


Fr. John Sembrat has long been an avid 
aficionado and advocate of sacred music 
— especially the rich choral heritage of the 
Ukrainian Byzantine tradition. From his ear- 
ly days as a monk in the Order of St. Basil 
the Great he was always archiving, arran- 
ging, and composing music for himself and 
for his fellow Basilians. His compositional 
style is uniquely modern, owing to his love 
of Beethoven, Bruckner and Hayden, yet 
_ quintessentially Ukrainian in spirit and ori- 
gin as it is built upon the work of notable 
Ukrainian composers such as Bortniansky, 
Stetsenko and Vedel. 

Around 2001 Fr. Sembrat quietly began 
work upon composing a large scale Divine 
Liturgy for male voices. After much time 
and effort, he approached members of the 
Axios Male Ensemble of Edmonton to de- 


SS 


screen AT 


Members of the choir 


Choral dream team to perform Resurrectional Divine Liturgy 


termine whether or not they could help bring 
his completed work to life. 

In June 2011, with the generous support 
from the Ukrainian Millennium Foundation, 
his dream began to materialize. Under the 
direction of Oleh Mahlay from the Ukrain- 
ian Bandurist Chorus, a group of just over 
30 choristers began working to record selec- 
tions from Fr. Sembrat’s opus. 

In 2014, Fr. Sembrat and Axios turned 
to the artistic director and conductor of Pro 
Coro Canada, Michael Zaugg. With little 
hesitation he willingly agreed and began 
planning to assemble a fitting cast. Before 
long, the chorus enlisted some of the best 
choral talent in Ukraine, including mem- 
bers from the renowned Boyan Ensemble of 
Kyiv, as well as a host of professional and 
amateur singers from across Canada and the 


Edmonton and surrounding area. 

Between June 19-21, 2015 at St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Edmonton, 51 
male voices recorded the entire composition 
under the skillful direction of Maestro Zaugg. 

The enthusiasm and camaraderie that 
developed between the choristers, com- 
poser and conductor in the short time span 
elicited the hope that somehow this unique 
east could reassemble to perform this new 
composition for live audiences, as well as to 
perform the music for its intended purpose: 
the Resurrectional Divine Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom. 

Much like the original desire to record the 
liturgy, the aspirations to showcase the com- 
position and the collaborative talents quickly 
materialized. As such, from March 30-April 
2, 2016 this combined choir will perform 
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selections from Fr. Sembrat’s composition, 
as well as other well-known Ukrainian com- 
posers in a concert series in Western Canada. 
It will also act as a showcase for the release 
of the recording completed last June. 

The cast features 12 members from the 
following renowned professional choirs in 
Ukraine: the Boyan Ensemble of Kyiv, the 
Chorus of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
the National Philharmonic of Ukraine, the 
Homin Municipal Choir of Lviv and Vy- 
dubychi Church Choir of Kyiv. The 50-plus 
member ensemble will also include 15 mem- 
bers of Edmonton’s professional ensemble 
Pro Coro Canada, the Ukrainian Bandur- 
ist Chorus of Detroit, the Axios Men’s Бп- 
semble, Hoosli Ukrainian Male Chorus of 
Winnipeg, and the Ukrainian Male Chorus 
of Edmonton. 


З Великим Днем Світлого Христового 
Воскресіння! 


MUSIC FROM THE UKRAINIAN 
"SHRED CHORAL TRADITION 


Michael Zaugg, Gonbuctor 


Щиро вітаємо голову Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви, 
Блаженнішого Святослава, 

Високопреосвященного 
Митрополита Лаврентія, 
Синод Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви, 
усе духовенство, чернецтво, 
боголюбних мирян, проводи і 
членство українських 
громадських організацій та 
установ, 
та ввесь український нарід. 


АХ соцібілей male chorus of over 50 singers, 
featuring members from 


ww Рго Єого Canada ff 
7рУВоуап Ensemble (Kyiv) 

Нопіїп MunicipahChoir of Lyi | 
National Philharmonic of Ukraine 
Chorus of the Armed Forces of Ukraifie | 
Vydubychii Church Choir (Kyi) 
Ukrainian BanduristChorus (Détrojy) 
Axios Men’s Ensemble 
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton 7 
Hoosli Ukrainian Male Chorus of Wanniper, 


CANADIAN PREMIERE 


Resurrectional Divine Liturgy 
Fr. John Sembrat OSBM 
And selected Ukrainian sacred masterpieces 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 


Wednesday, March 30, 2016 
Holy Rosary Cathedra 5-13cth Avenue 
On this occasion of the Feast of Christ’s Resurrection, we pray that Christ пера, SK 7730 PM haters Oe 
bestow upon all of you His choicest graces to sanctify your souls, good 
health to continue your life’s endeavours, and profound happiness as you 
celebrate in your parishes, communities and families. 


Most Reverend David Motiuk 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 
and 
Ukrainian Catholic Council of Edmonton (Centralia) 

along with its constituent organizations 

| John Boyko, Council President Terry Stychyshyn, EECKC President 

і Joyce Chrunik-Rudiak, UCWLC President Michael Buckler, UCY Leader 

і Orest Boychuk, UCBC President 


Thursday, March 31, 2016 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Chasch 
737 Bannerman Avenue " Winnipeg. MB + 7:00 PM 


Friday, April 1, 2016 
Knox United Church "838 Spadina Crescent 
Saskatoon. SK "730 PM-< Tickers $30.00 


Saturday, April 2, 2016 
St. Joseph's Basilica 410044 113 st 
Edmonton, АВ "7:30 РМ * Tickets $33.50 


зе online: wwwcresurrecrionaliturgs.com/buy-tickets/ 
с: 1780 906 1549 
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Shumka pays tribute to Shevchen 


(Bottom Line Productions}—After the 
successful presentation of Clara’s Dream... 
Edmonton’s Ukrainian Nutcracker, the 
Ukrainian Shumka Dancers are pleased to 
present the world premiere of their newest 
work, Kobzar on April 9 & 10, 2016 at the 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. Tick- 
ets are on-sale now at the Jubilee Auditorium 
Box Office, online at www.ticketmaster.ca 
or by phone at 1-855-985-5000. 

Inspired by the words and works of emi- 
nent Ukrainian writer Taras Shevchenko, 
Kobzar uses folk and character dance to 
bring his poignant message to the stage. A 
kobzar was an itinerant Ukrainian bard who 
sang to his own accompaniment played on a 
multi-stringed bandura or kobza. Kobzar is 
also the name of Shevchenko’s famous book 
of poems, often referred to as his ‘literary 
monument to freedom.’ Its first editions — 
published in 1840 
czar, but prevailed to play a key role in gal- 
vanizing the Ukrainian identity even to this 
day. 


Taras Shevchenko was an artist, a poet... 


were censored by the 


a visionary. He was - and remains - the 
conscience and the voice of the Ukrainian 
people. In Kobzar, Shumka wishes to hon- 
our the poet’s gift and to extend his voice 


through the movement, visuals and music of 


a dance theatre production. The vast legacy 
of Shevchenko’s work — specifically, the 
universal relevance of his words — inspired 
Shumka to probe not only the power of his 
voice in his own time, but to explore its rel- 
evance in the world today. 


Basing its narrative on four ‘pillars’ of 


Shevchenko’s thought — Destiny, Soul, 
Courage and Hope — Shumka explores the 
timelessness of his expression. Using his 
powerful words as the guiding principle, this 


work delves into the emotional struggle of 
many of the world’s nations as they strive to 
break free from oppression and unite in hope 
to fulfill their destiny. 

Under the creative direction of Shumka’s 
John Pichlyk, Kobzar’s artistic team in- 
cludes choreographic lead Viktor Lytvynov, 
music composer Yuri Shevchenko, costume 
designer Maria Levytska and visual artist 
(for stage projections) Valeriy Semenko. 


Do not wipe my tears away, 
Let them freely flow, 
Let them soak this foreign field, 
Water it day and night, 
Until, until... with foreign sand 
At last they close my eyes... 
- T. Shevchenko, My Thoughts 


Kobzar will be presented along with a 
classic from Shumka’s repertoire of dance 
theatre productions, Travelling Chumaky. A 
light-hearted story about the travels of 19th 
century salt traders amidst the colourful re- 
gions and characters of Ukraine, Travelling 
Chumaky toured successfully throughout 
Ukraine and Canada in 1990/91. 

“We chose to pair Kobzar with Travel- 
ling Chumaky as these two pieces have a 
natural thread that binds them together,” 
said Shumka Creative Director John Pich- 
lyk. “The Milky Way plays an important 
role in Kobzar as a sign of hope for the op- 
pressed. In Ukrainian language Milky Way 
is called the Chumaks’ Way, referring to the 
salt traders’ reliance on the stars to guide 
their travels. Chumaky were also featured 
heavily in Ukrainian folklore and like the 
Kobzar, they often served as the storytell- 
ers and news-gatherers for the community. 
In some ways, they were the voice of the 


people.” 

With choreography by the Ukrainian Shu- 
mka Dancers, Travelling Chumaky was writ- 
ten and directed by John Pichlyk, with music 
compositions, arrangements and orchestra- 
tions by Gene Zwozdesky. 
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Orphan Bridge 


Tickets for Kobzar and Travelling Chu- . 
maky range from $25 to $60 (plus service 
charges) and are available at the Jubilee 
Auditorium Box Office, online at www. 
ticketmaster.ca or by phone at 1-855-985- 
5000. 
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_ Se БРАТСТВО УКРАЇНЦІВ BROTHERHOOD OF 
THE RESURRECTION ar КАТОЛИКІВ КАНАДИ UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 
: a ; IN CANADA 
УПРАВА < 
ЕДМОНТОНСЬКОЇ EDMONTON EPARCHIAL 
ЄПАРХІЇ EXECUTIVE 


Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 
Воістину Воскрес! Indeed Не is Risen! 


Нехай мир і May the peace and 
grace of our 
оскреслого Risen Christ 
спускаються на вас descend upon you 
and remain with 
you always! 


Easter Greetings from the UCBC Edmonton 
Eparchial Executive and all its Branches 


Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood 
of the Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Basil the Great 
(a.k.a. St. Basil’s Men’s Club) 

Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of the Holy Eucharist 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. George 

Bishop David Motiuk 
Reverend Danylo Кис- Spiritual Advisor 


—— Bro Orest Boychuk 
President 
UCBC — Edmonton Eparchy 


1310-51 Avenue 8735-132 Avenue 
ph: 780 434-4848 | рі: 780 473-6575 


www.stmartin.ecsd.net www.stmatthew.ecsd.net 


10005-84 Street 6110-95 Avenue 
ph: 780 469-8301 ph: 78O 466-316] 


www.stkevin.ecsd.net www.austinobrien.ecsd.net 
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Успішне навчання понад останніх 40 років. 
outstanding education. 


UL Biling г tAdvisory Society 
lnraipian Buingyal Parent Aavisory SOciels 


